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Brief #4
Many tribes of Native Americans populated the Northwest cultural
Focus tegion of North America. This region is located along the western
| coasts of Canada and the United States. Some of these tribes are the
©everal tribes of following:
Native people lived « Nootka ~ * Bella Coola
on the Northwest + Chinook ~ * Kwakiutl Vocabulary
[condtorNarsl] ‘The native people who lived here had 1. dugout canoe
America. access to many natural resources. This :
tegion lies along the Pacific coast. The | 2. toem pole
Kwakiutl and other tribes hunted the . Ancestor
seal and fished in the ocean. g
‘The Pacific Northwest had thick forests full of thousands of trees. The 4. potiateh

tribes built their homes out of the trees. They also made dugout canoes. 5. chaman
A dugout canoe is a small boat made from a hollowed out tree trunk.

Because there were so many natural resources, the tribes didn’t have to

grow crops. The sea, the rivers and lakes, and the forests provided

everything they needed to survive.

‘The tribes of the Northwest were master
‘wood-carvers. They carved beautiful
totem poles. A totem pole is a tall
post which features carved faces that
represent a person’s family and
ancestors. Ancestors are people from
whom one is decended at a distance
of time.

Tribes like the Kwakiutl and Chinook
have a tradition called potlatch. A
potlatch is a big party to celebrate an
important event. At a potlatch there.
‘would be lots of food, along with
singing, dancing, and gift-giving.
‘When a tribe member got sick the
shaman would be called. A shaman is
aman or a woman who practiced
native medicine. The shaman would
‘perform a ceremony to help the sick NORTHWEST COAST
person feel better. CULTURAL REGION





