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The Iroquois were a group of five Native American tribes. These:
Focus tribes were the following:

« Cayuga * Mohawk

- The Iroquols were
native people from

« Onondaga  + Oneida

S ides « Sencca

Woodlands of North | A tribe is a group of people who have the same ancestors. Tribes
usually have a single leader. Tribes also share similar traditions and
beliefs.

‘The Iroquois lived in a cultural region called the Eastern Woodlands.
A cultural region is an area where people with similar ways of
life live. A cultural region is larger than a tribe.

America.

© rroquole League

There was a time when the Iroquois did not get along. Vocabulary
They often fought. Many people died. Deganawidah

and Hiawatha were men from different tribes. They 1. trive

came together and convinced all of the tribes (0 stop 2. cutbural region
fighting and (0 treat each other with respect. The tribes

agreed that it was time to live in peace. They formed the = O- league
Troquois League in 1570. A leagueis a group of 4. longhouse

‘people, with a common interest, who form an

association.

‘The tribes in the Iroquois League had 50 representatives. These people met once a year at
the Great Council of Fire. The representatives created laws. They also had a constitution.
In 1722, the Tuscarora tribe was admitted into the Iroquois Leagtie.
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© Everyday Lie
"The Iroquois lived in the area that today we call New York state. Their lands were covered in
thick forests. There were also many lakes, rivers, and streams.
« The Iroquois fished.
+ They hunted deer and elk.
« They grew corn, squash, and beans.

The Iroquois lived in longhouses. A longhouse is a building made from saplings and the
bark of trees. These longhouses were over 100 feet long. Several families lived in one
Tonghouse. An Iroquois village could have dozens of longhouses. The Iroquois often built
fences, called palisades, around their villages. This helped to protect them from their
enemies.
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© Religion

‘The Iroquois had many strong spiritual beliefs. They had six festivals throughout the year.
At these festivals they sang and danced. They gave thanks t0 their crops and to the animals
they hunted and Killed.

‘The Iroquois also created masks that they called false faces. They were carved from wood
and then painted. The Iroquois believed that illness was caused by evil spirits. These masks
‘were used in healing ceremonies to help chase away the evil spirits.
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Lacrosse

The Iroquos played the game of lacrosse. The way that they played it was very different
from how people play it today. Some teams had over a thousand players. The goals were
also miles away from each other. A single lacrosse game could last for three days!





