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[image: image13.wmf][image: image2.emf]  The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. A school newsletter can be a great way to develop a strong relationship with parents. First, choose a short title or theme for your newsletter — something like "School News," or “Back to School.”  If you’d like,  you  can also add a   date and   volume number  for yo ur  newsle t ter.   Next, establish how much time  and money you can spend on your  newsletter. These factors will  help determine how frequently  you publish the newsletter and  its length.  
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“Digital Opportunity Trust (DOT) is a Canadian-based international organization that connects people and technology globally.  Since 2006, DOT USA has served as the driving force to bring the TeachUp! program model to Mississippi and Louisiana.


Each year, local junior/senior standing college students and recent graduates are selected to serve as TeachUp! Interns in Mississippi and Louisiana public schools. These Interns form the people power of the TeachUp! program and are highly trained and supported to work one-to-one with teachers to create simple and powerful projects that are applicable in the classroom.” (www.dotrust.org)


Hello! My name is Derek Cleveland and I am the DOT TeachUp! Intern assigned to Michel 6th Grade.  I have been placed in your school to help enable learning with technology.  I am a 2006 graduate of D’Iberville High School and currently majoring in computer networking at Jefferson Davis Community College.  I will be at Michel on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:00 a.m.  to 2:00 p.m.  I look forward to working with the faculty, staff, and students at Michel 6th Grade.
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 Dear Art Parents,  


 


Just a note to let you know that the art students can show off their projects on-line! This year’s artwork will be available for viewing shortly! Please check frequently for updates. Artwork can be viewed by going to 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/michel/faculty/sherry.milbrath" ��http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/michel/faculty/sherry.milbrath�.  





My website can also be found through Michel’s webpage. Go to “faculty” and click on my name. Then click on “student gallery.”  Enjoy! Don’t forget to let grandparents, aunts, uncles, and everyone in on the fun!





Thank you,


Mrs. Milbrath








































































































“The teacher is one who made two ideas grow where only one grew before.”


 Elbert Hubbard


























Hello!  My name is Coletha Colley and I am the social worker for Michel 6th Grade.  As a social worker, my primary job is to work with teachers and parents to ensure that each student’s physical, social, emotional, and educational needs are being met.  I also collaborate and consult with other social service professionals, community agencies, and organizations in order to coordinate the needs of the students and/or parents.  I serve as the link between the home, school, and community to achieve students’ academic and social success.  Although I am at Michel only on Fridays, I can be contacted at 435-4540 or by email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:coletha.colley@biloxischools.net" ��coletha.colley@biloxischools.net�. I look forward to working with you and your child this year!
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Sherry Milbrath


Band


Nicholas Jones


Choir


Sheila Fife-McKay


Computer Applications


Hsi-Ling-Shi Thompson


Counselor


Tenyeka Gibson


CREATE


Pamela Holley


Traci Payne


DOT TeachUp! Intern


Derek Cleveland


ELL


Jewel Kastrantas


Interventionist


Julie Bass


Hope Strickland


Librarian


Janet Selig


Nurse


Cassie Borries


P.E.


Erica Ballard


James Killpack














“From your parents you learn love and laughter and how to put one foot before the other. But when books are opened, you discover you have wings.” 





Helen Hayes
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News from Thomas’s Trojans









































Welcome to Michel 6th Grade




































































































































































Upcoming Events





Labor Day Holiday-No School 


Sept. 7, 2009





Mid-Term Progress Reports


Sept. 10, 2009





Fall Scholastic Book Fair


Sept. 14-Sept. 18, 2009





School Board Meeting


Sept. 15, 2009





Family Math Night


Sept. 17, 2009











	As the first edition of this Newsletter goes to print, the students in Ms. Thomas’ Grammar and Writing classes have taken off in fine style! We are already set to tackle and topple any challenges that might come. Despite having a small “glitch” in our classroom’s décor, we’ve forged ahead. Every student has worked on and completed the first section of the MYSKILLSTUTOR computer program. This has given them a really valuable “refresher” in 3rd-5th grade Grammar rules. Michel has two primary computer technology resources designed to reinforce and enhance skills in Grammar and Writing. Students are scheduled to work on these programs throughout the week, during either regular class sessions or Power Hour.


	Talk about a segue…let’s hear it for Power Hour! Dr. Robertson has chiseled out this prized bit of time to focus on “individualized” student instruction. Our class has the first (A) lunch period. After lunch, we head for the designated areas where our individualized instruction takes place. The focus here is on computer activities, workbook assignments, or one-to-one (student/teacher) engagement. Power Hour is sure to build student confidence and guarantee that every student’s academic abilities are taken to a higher level! 


	No question about it, we’re looking at a fantastic year! The Trojans are moving in the right direction! Parents, please ensure that your warrior is ready with all of his/her


supplies.  We have lots to do, with little time. Preparation is essential to success! Parent/Teacher conferences will begin the week of September 14th. However, you are invited to come to visit our class, anytime. You may also contact Ms. Thomas by e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rubye.thomas@biloxischools,net" ��rubye.thomas@biloxischools,net�.  Until next time…Trojans to the dawn!  


























“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”


-- Benjamin Franklin






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Records Clerk


Donna Coffman


Secretary


Tracy Bailey


Social Worker


Coletha Colley


Speech


Janet Boehmer


Karen Checkley


SPED


Ann Hollis


Beverly Freeman


Strings


Arlene Gomes











Meet Our Sensational Staff








Reminders to Parents and Students





The learning begins at 7:50 a.m.  Students are allowed on campus at 7:15 a.m.





Tutoring is offered two days a week from 7:15 a.m.- 7:45 a.m. (contact teacher for additional information).





Fall Scholastic Book fair will be open Math Night so that families can shop together and attend the Math Night.








We are thrilled to send you our first edition of the Michel 6th Grade Newsletter.  Each month we will inform you of the exciting learning experiences of our students.  Our faculty, staff, and students are working very hard to enhance the educational opportunities offered here at Michel 6th Grade.  We are implementing a variety of computer programs, interactive websites, and other supplements to aid in the learning of our wonderful students.  We look forward to a new and stimulating year here at Michel 6th Grade.



































Principal


Dr. Vera Robertson


English Department


June Powers


Rubye Thomas


Esther White


LaShonta Johnson


History Department


Debbi Garner


Lisa Guice


Dawn Jacobs


Katrina Moody


Math Department


Pam Barlow


Susan Bourque


Debbie Wilson


Tracy Filippi


Reading Department


Melissa Boucher


Amanda Conine


Pamela St. Martin


Mary Gasparrini


Science Department


Alicia Blair


LaDonza Fayard


Jannet Shumaker


Anita Yarbrough













































































From the Desk of


Mrs. Tenyeka Gibson, Counselor





As we enter another fabulous school year, I would like to introduce myself and the services I provide at Michel 6th Grade:





One-on-one sessions and/or group sessions (by age group) to help with such topics as (but not limited to):


Anger management


Coping skills (such as grief, being bullied, etc.)


Social skills


Other mental health issues that may affect student behavior in class and/or academic success (e.g., issues with divorce)


Crisis intervention (on campus)


Referrals for additional resources (including community resources)


Parent/Family support





Please feel free to contact me:


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Tenyeka.Gibson@biloxischools.net" ��Tenyeka.Gibson@biloxischools.net�


Phone: (228) 435-4540





















































