In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2010-2011 Course Syllabus for World Geography    Term 4
Teacher: Lucas Schmermund  E-mail: lucas.schmermund@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site: http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/lopez/faculty/lucas.schmermund/default.htm
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.
1 a Describe locations in terms of relationships with other locations (e.g., Korea, China, Russia, Cuba, United States, etc.).

1 b Explain how location influences activities and processes that occur in different places (e.g., United States and Middle East oil policies, etc.).

1 c Review how knowledge of locations and their characteristics is a key factor in understanding human interdependence and/or conflicts.

1 d Identify the location of major water bodies and landmasses (e.g., Balkan Peninsula, Iberian Peninsula, Asia Minor, Subcontinent of India, etc.).

1 e Discuss maps and globes as a primary geographic tool. 

1 f Distinguish among various map projections and discuss how map projections distort perceptions of relationships on the earth (e.g., Robinson, Peters, Mercator, etc.).

1 g Locate and label major countries of the world on a political map. 

1 h Locate and label the U.S. states on a map. 

2 a Use maps and other geographical tools to acquire, process, and report information (e.g., special purpose maps: population, immigration, political conflicts, etc.).

2 b Use mental maps to organize information. 

2 c Analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on the Earth’s surface. 

3 a Identify human and physical characteristics of places. 

3 b Identify various types of regions. 

3 c Discuss how culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions. 

4 a Describe characteristics, distribution, and migration of human population on the Earth’s surface. 

4 b Discuss the characteristics, distribution, and complexity of various cultural groups (e.g., cultural diversity, religious differences, social economics, etc.).

4 c Explain the processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement. 

5 a Cite examples of how human activities affect the physical environment (e.g., dust bowl, oil/petroleum industry, etc.).

5 b Describe the ways in which human societies use the Earth’s natural resources (e.g., timber, coal, oil, iron, land, fishing, etc.).

5 c Explain how human activities are influenced by the Earth’s physical features and process. 

6 a Discuss the role of cooperation and conflict in shaping events (e.g., NATO, SEATO, UN, etc.). 

6 b Analyze patterns and networks of economic interdependence (e.g., NAFTA, EEC/EU, CIS, OPEC, WTO, etc.).

7 a Interpret special purpose maps. 

7 b Analyze information on graphs, charts, tables, and timelines. 

7 c Analyze political cartoons. 

7 d Utilize primary and secondary sources.

Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. This term's chapters will cover Africa, Middle East, Russia, Europe, India, China and Japan, Antartica, and Australia. Test will make up 55% of students total average. The term tets will make up 20%.
Retesting:  Student must attend reteaching before a retest will be given.  
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Any assisgnments not completed in class will be considered homework. All homework is due at the start of the next day's class.
Course Requirements: Attendance is critical to student success. 
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: Apr. 14   Common Term Assessment: May 17 - 18
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