In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2010-2011 Course Syllabus for Mississippi Studies    Term 4
Teacher: Lucas Schmermund  E-mail: lucas.schmermund@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site: http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/lopez/faculty/lucas.schmermund/default.htm
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.
1 e Analyze the historical and political significance of key events in our state’s development (e.g., Civil War, the Great Depression, Civil Rights Movement, etc.).

2 b Discuss the economic impact of agribusiness and industry. 

3 a Trace the effects of migration to and from the state (e.g., the Great Migration, Hispanic, Asian, etc.). 

3 d Analyze Mississippians’ reactions to key events in our nation’s history (World War I, World War II, Ingalls, etc.). 

3 e Analyze the ways Mississippians have resolved conflict, adapted to change, and continue to address cultural issues unique to our state (e.g., flag issues, economics, politics, cultural traditions, Civil War, etc.).

3 f Identify how changes in one environment can produce changes in another 
4 b Create or use flow charts, pictograms, photographs, graphs, and documents to analyze patterns of trade, production, and resource distribution.

4 c Analyze political cartoons. 

5 a Explain the necessity of politics and government. 

5 b Describe the roles of citizens in the state and nation. 

5 c Explain how the United States Constitution grants and distributes power to national and state government. 

5 d Identify the major responsibilities of state and local government. 

6 a Evaluate the impact of Mississippians on the fine arts (e.g., visual arts, drama, dance, music, folk art, etc.). 

6 b Analyze the contributions of Mississippi authors (e.g., Faulkner, Welty, Walker, Wright) 

6 c Give examples of contributions made by selected Mississippians (e.g., Walter Anderson, B.B. King, Leontyne Price, Rod Paige, William Tolliver, Cathy Thibodeaux, etc.).

Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. This term's chapters will cover Civil Rights, Government, 20th Century, and Arts & Entertainment. Test will make up 55% of students total average. The term tets will make up 20%.
Retesting:  Student must attend reteaching before a retest will be given.  
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Any assisgnments not completed in class will be considered homework. All homework is due at the start of the next day's class.
Course Requirements: Attendance is critical to student success. 
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: Apr. 14   Common Term Assessment: May 17 - 18
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