In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2010-2011 Course Syllabus for US History    Term 4
Teacher: Lucas Schmermund  E-mail: lucas.schmermund@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site: http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/lopez/faculty/lucas.schmermund/default.htm
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.
1 Explain how geography, economics, and politics have influenced the historical

development of the United States in the global community.

d Identify reasons for immigration to the United States. 

f Identify the causes and effects of the Western movement. 

g Explain how the expansion of slavery led to regional tension. 

h1 Evaluate the impact of the Civil War on the United States. 

h2 Evaluate the impact of Reconstruction on the United States. 

i Identify the causes and effects of the Civil War and describe the sequence of events that 

led to the Union victory.

j Examine Reconstruction. 

2 Analyze the development of the foundations of American democracy.

b1 Examine the development of rights and responsibilities established through historical 

documents (e.g., Emancipation Proclamation, etc.).

3 Evaluate the impact of the Civil War and Reconstruction on the United States.

a Identify the causes and effects of the Civil War and the Reconstruction.

b Describe the sequence of events that led to the Union victory. 

c Examine the impact of Reconstruction. 

4 Analyze spatial and ecological relationships between, people, places, and environments

using social studies tools (e.g., timelines, maps, globes, primary and secondary

a Analyze and evaluate the patterns of migration and the consequences of human migration 

and territorial expansion within the United States (e.g., Native Americans, 49ers).

c Trace the shift in United States society from agricultural/rural to industrial/urban. 

6 Analyze the ideals, principles, and practices of citizens in a democratic society.

b Evaluate the value and challenge of diversity in American life. 

d Determine origins and resolutions of political conflict in the United States. 

7 Examine the interaction of individuals, families, communities (microeconomics),

businesses, and governments (macroeconomics) and the potential costs and benefits

a4 Compare and contrast the economic factors that led to the development of America (e.g., 

immigration, sectionalism, industry in the North vs. agriculture in the South, etc.).

8 Describe the impact of technology on the development of the United States and its

ecology.

a Analyze the effect of inventions on the United States (e.g., cotton gin, mechanical reaper, 

Franklin stove, etc.).

c Evaluate the importance of improvements in transportation and communication (e.g., 

steamboats, railroads, canals, telegraph, etc.).

Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests: Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. This term's chapters will cover from the Age of Andrew Jackson through the Civil War.  Test will make up 55% of students total average. The term tets will make up 20%.
Retesting:  Student must attend reteaching before a retest will be given.  
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Any assisgnments not completed in class will be considered homework. All homework is due at the start of the next day's class.
Course Requirements: Attendance is critical to student success. 
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: Apr. 14   Common Term Assessment: May 17 - 18
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