SEVENTH GRADE

(Eastern Hemisphere Studies to 1750)

STRANDS:

(C-Civics)
(H-History)
(G-Geography)
     (E-Economics)

COMPETENCIES and Suggested Objectives

1.
Examine characteristics and development of various societies in the Eastern Hemisphere prior to 1750. (H)

a. Investigate the history of the following:  Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, and Islands of the Pacific (e.g., early man, Greeks, Romans, etc.).

b. Analyze various Eastern cultures:  Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, and the Islands of the Pacific (e.g., religion, language, customs, contributions, etc.).

2. Apply spatial and ecological perspectives to people, places, and environment using social studies tools (e.g., timelines, maps, globes, primary and secondary resources, political cartoons, charts, graphs, a compass, technology, etc.).  


(H, G, E)

a. Locate early civilizations in the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., river civilizations, Greeks, Romans, etc.).

b. Analyze the human characteristics of places in the Eastern Hemisphere.

c. Describe and compare population settlement patterns during different periods and in different regions of the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., river civilizations, etc.).

d. Analyze the physical characteristics of places in the Eastern Hemisphere.

e. Map the development and spread of religions in the Eastern Hemisphere 



(e.g., Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, etc.).

f. Describe ecosystems in the Eastern Hemisphere.

g. Analyze migration patterns of people over time in the Eastern Hemisphere 



(e.g., Roman Empire, explorers, etc.).

h. Identify the primary geographic causes for world trade.

i. Measure distances on a variety of maps.

j. Interpret special purpose maps (e.g., climate, vegetation, population, historical, etc.).

k. Analyze information using social studies tools (e.g. graphs, maps, charts, tables, political cartoons, etc.).

3.
Analyze civic life, politics, and government.  (C, H)

a. Describe the essential characteristics of and need for government as found in the countries of the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., monarchy, dictatorship, republic, dynasty, etc.).

b. Trace the evolution and impact of political movements and organizations in the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., rise and fall of Roman Empire, Mongol rule, Ottoman Empire, etc.).

c. Assess the interactions of nations over time in the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., political conflicts, commerce, transportation, immigration, etc.).

4.
Examine the economic interactions of individuals, families, communities, businesses, and governments in the Eastern Hemisphere prior to 1750.  (C, H, E)

a. Determine the factors associated with the production and consumption of goods and services in the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., trade, interdependence, supply, and demand).

b. Describe the essential characteristics of capitalism in the Eastern Hemisphere.

5.
Describe the impact of technology on the development of the Eastern Hemisphere and its ecology. (G, H, E)

a. Trace the evolution of technology in the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., compass, printing press, catapult, iron stirrup, boat design, sail, etc.).

b. Interpret the impact of ancient technology as it transformed agriculture and culture of the Eastern Hemisphere.
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	Dramatize an important Greek event (e.g., Trojan Horse legend, make a family tree of the Greek Gods, etc.).

Create a graphic organizer or a Power Point presentation that compares and contrasts burial traditions ranging from early man to the Viking era (e.g., Egyptian mummification, Hindu, at sea, etc.).

(ISTE 3)

Use research tools:

· Online resources
· Library resources
· Other acceptable resources
Research the forms of government in Europe/British Isles during the Middle Ages 

(e.g., Eastern Roman Empire, Charlemagne’s Empire, Celtic civilization).  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:
· Online resources
· Library resources
· Other acceptable resources
Describe the origin and development of political power in the Roman Catholic church through Charlemagne’s Empire (e.g., flow chart, line graph). (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources
· Library resources
· Other acceptable resources
Using traditional print and/or on-line resources, conduct research tracing the routes of the Crusades and create maps indicating those routes.  Use word processing software to present analysis. (ISTE 3)

Use research tools:
· Online resources
· Library resources
· Other acceptable resources
Analyze the factors, which led to the growth of trade in the Mediterranean regions during the Golden Age of Greece. Use word processing software to present analysis.  (ISTE 3)   
Create and illustrate horizontal timelines and special purpose maps tracing the movement of developing technologies throughout the Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., Greek and Roman Empires).


	·    Rubric; observation

· Rubric; Graphic organizer

· Enhanced multiple choice; Selected response; Teacher observation

· Teacher observation; Constructed response

· Constructed response; Rubric

· Enhanced multiple choice

· Performance-based assessment; Rubric
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	Using traditional print and/or on-line sources, conduct research on the agricultural development of the Great River Valley Civilizations (e.g., irrigation, canals, crops grown, tools used).  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Read available primary source materials on prehistoric people.  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources
Create a song, story, or sequential cartoon to illustrate the evolution of technology in the ancient world (e.g., Germanic tribes, Anglo-Saxons and Jutes, River Valley civilizations).

Conduct a cooperative activity to identify technology of the Roman Empire by writing game questions (e.g., concrete, glad, dome, aqueducts, etc.).

Divide the students into groups to locate selected areas/regions and research the historical backgrounds (e.g., expansion, settlement, culture, and religion, etc.)  Use database software to display information. 

(ISTE 3, 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources
· Library resources
· Other acceptable resources
Create a horizontal timeline of major European events in world history. 

Divide students into two (2) groups to research Athens and Sparta. Host a debate.  The objective of the debate

is to recruit the teacher to settle in one of the cities. 

 (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources


	· Performance-based assessment; Rubric

· Teacher observation; Rubric; Questionnaires

· Performance-based assessment; Rubric

· Teacher observation

· Constructed response; Selected response

· Rubric; Peer editing

· Teacher observation; Constructed response; Rubric
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	Have students research the influences and contributions of Ancient Rome on modern civilization. Create posters.  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Research and create maps tracing the routes of the Crusades.

Divide students into the different social classes of the Medieval Period.  Research and create presentations for the class on each group. Use presentation software to display information to the class.   (ISTE 3)

Conduct research for presentations on territorial 

and religious conflicts (e.g., Inquisition, Crusades, Reformation).  Use presentation software to display information to the class.  (ISTE 3,5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Chart/graph comparisons among the nations and the regions of Europe – populations, land areas, climate, topography, and languages (e.g., changing political boundaries of Europe in history, etc.).

Use database software to display information.  (ISTE 3)

Define the forms of government in Europe. Discuss the evolution of political organizations and the development

of nations in a report keyed using word processing software.    (ISTE 3,5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Using historical resources, assess interactions among nations of Eastern Hemisphere (e.g., environment, immigration, commerce, and conflicts).

(ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources
· Library resources
· Other acceptable resources

	· Rubric; Performance-  based assessment

· Rubric

· Rubric; Teacher observation

· Rubric; Performance- based assessment; Peer editing

· Constructed response; Rubric

· Enhanced multiple choice; Selected response; Teacher observation

· Constructed response; Rubric; Oral questioning
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	Have students attempt to solve a modern day economic problem that illustrates how nations organize their economy, such as, The Waterville Miracle in “Trading Around the World.”

Students will create a word search by identifying locations from related latitude and longitude listings (e.g., Roman Empire, 440 A.D.).
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	Create a color-coded map locating selected historical regions of Africa (e.g., culture, religions, etc.).

Collaborate with peers and create a classroom timeline illustrating the historical events of Egyptian history.  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Analyze an African legend as it relates to culture and religion.

Divide the students into groups to research the historical backgrounds of selected areas/regions of Africa (e.g., expansion, settlement, culture, religion) and to create a publication series of books on the history of each area.  Use word processing software to create a publication.  

(ISTE 3,5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Create maps showing the topography, trade routes, and migration routes along the west coast of Africa (e.g., Mali, Songhai, Ghana).  Use a map website to find and create a map.

Create a “timeline-clothesline” by pinning graphics representing major events in Sub-Saharan African history on a suspended string.

Construct charts and/or graphs comparing data from the nations and/or regions of Africa (e.g., populations, land areas, climate, topography, languages).  Use database software to organize information.  (ISTE 3)

Define the various forms of government in Africa and trace the evolution of ruling political entities (e.g., monarchy, dictatorship, tribal, etc.).

Using traditional print and/or on-line resources, research the importance of trade in ancient Sub-Saharan Africa (e.g., supply and demand, goods and services, and silent trade).


	· Teacher observation

· Teacher observation

· Teacher observation

· Rubric; Constructed response; Criterion-referenced assessment

· Teacher observation; Rubric; Criterion referenced assessment

· Teacher observation; Rubric; Criterion referenced assessment

· Rubric

· Enhanced multiple choice; selected response

· Constructed response; Enhanced multiple choice
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	Using historical resources, assess interactions among nations of Africa – environment, immigration, and commerce.  

Explain the concept of supply/demand, 

goods/services, and silent trade. Research why Saharan Africa was an important trade area in ancient history.  

Divide students into groups to research the kingdoms 

of western Africa and make presentations with visuals to the class.  Use word processing software to create the publication.  (ISTE 3, 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Create maps showing the topography, trade routes, 

and migration routes along the West Coast of Africa 

(e.g., Mali, Songhai, Ghana, etc.).

Create a timeline using a clothesline. “Pin” each major event in Saharan African history on the line. 

Have students research the contributions of Egypt to the world and create a flow chart.

Research the Egyptians. Create a cartouche, pyramid, or other symbol of ancient Egypt (e.g., cardboard, carved soap, paper mache, etc.) (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources
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· Teacher observation; 
       Rubric
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	Divide the students into groups to locate selected areas/regions and research the historical backgrounds (e.g., expansion, settlement, culture, and religion). 

(ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Conduct research to make presentations on migration to the islands within the islands.  Use presentation software to display information to the class.  (ISTE 3)

Chart/graph comparisons among Australia and the 

islands of the Pacific Rim (e.g., populations, land areas, climate, and topography).  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Define the forms of government in Australia and the Pacific Rim.  Discuss the evolution of political organizations.  Use word processing software to present the information.  (ISTE 3)

Use current events to assess interactions among 

Australia and the islands of the Pacific Rim 

(e.g., environment and commerce).  (ISTE 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Explain the concept of supply and demand. Explain the concept of goods and services.  Analyze the economic impact of the following on the development of Australia and the Pacific Islands: 

· Settlement

· Trade


	· Constructed response; Rubric
· Criterion-referenced assessment
· Rubric

· Enhanced multiple choice; Selected response; Rubric

· Constructed 

       response

· Rubric; Criterion-referenced assessment
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	Divide the students into groups to locate selected areas/regions (e.g., China, Japan, India) and research the historical backgrounds (e.g., expansion, settlement, culture, and religion).  Use database software to display information to the class.  (ISTE 3,5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

Create a horizontal timeline. Have students choose important Asian history events.

Create a salt or clay map of Asia’s topography. Have students analyze why certain areas were settled, why trade routes were developed in certain areas, etc. 

Have students research Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, 

and Confucianism. Create a political map and give presentations, showing the origins and movement of these religions. 

Divide students into groups to research early China and Japan (e.g., government, language, religion, etc.). Have students to create a graphic organizer on butcher paper.

Have students research the lives of Marco Polo, Genghis Khan, and other famous leaders of Asia.  Have them create a television show interviewing these famous leaders. 

Define the forms of government in Asia. Create a propaganda poster to illustrate social class differences in ancient China.

Using historical resources, assess interactions among nations of the Eastern Hemisphere based on environment, immigration, and commercial interaction. 

Describe the origin and development of the silk trade of China (e.g., Silk Road, supply and demand, European Market).  Use presentation software to present

information to the class.  (ISTE 3, 5)

Use research tools:

· Online resources

· Library resources

· Other acceptable resources

	· Selected response; Constructed response; Criterion-referenced assessment

· Teacher observation

· Teacher observation; Rubric

· Rubric; Political map assessment

· Graphic organizer; 

       Rubric; Criterion-

       referenced  

       assessment

· Teacher observation; Open-ended task; Peer editing

· Likert scale

· Constructed response; Rubric

· Rubric




SEVENTH GRADE

(Outline of a Chronological Format for the Course)
Unit Themes:

· Early Man

· Ancient Civilizations

(e.g., Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, China)

· Classic Civilizations

(e.g., Greeks, Romans)

· The Middle Ages

(e.g., Feudalism, Byzantine Empire, etc.)

· The Transition from Medieval to Modern


(e.g., Renaissance, Reformation, Rise of Monarchs, Exploration, etc.)

