Writing Complex Sentences

· A complex sentence consists of one independent clause and at least one dependent clause.

· An independent clause is the part of the sentence that makes sense on its own.
· A dependent clause is the part of the sentence that can’t stand alone as a sentence. If used alone, it is a fragment.

Three Types of Dependent Clauses

Adjective Clauses

· Function like a single adjective in a sentence. 
· Only describe nouns or pronouns.

· Begin with relative pronouns- who, whom, whose, which and that.

· Follow the noun or pronoun that it describes.

· Answer these questions- which one, what kind of, how many?

· Needed or essential to explain the meaning of the sentence are not punctuated.

· Not needed or non-essential and provide extra information in the sentence are punctuated with commas.

Adverb Clauses
· Function like single adverbs in a sentence.

· Only describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.

· Begin with subordinate conjunctions (after, before, until, unless, when, because...)
· Can appear anywhere in a sentence.

· Are punctuated only when they appear at the beginning and in the middle of a sentence.

· Not punctuated when they appear at the end of a sentence.
· Answers these questions -how, when, where, why, and to what extent?
Noun Clauses

· Function like nouns in a sentence.

· May be used anywhere a noun can be used.

· Begin with the relative pronouns what (whatever), when (whenever), who (whoever), how (however), whose (whosoever), and that.
· May be the subject of the sentence.

· May come after a linking verb as a predicate nominative in the sentence.

· May come after an action verb as the direct object in the sentence.

· May be the indirect object in the sentence.

· May be the object of the preposition in the sentence.
