Week #1 Vocabulary

1.  Ambiguous (adjective) - Vague or unclear due to having more than one possible meaning or interpretation.
        Example: "Paul reminded John that he owed him one hundred dollars."  (Who owes whom?  Who is "he, and who is "him"?  Does Paul owe John, or does John owe Paul?)
2.  Image (noun) - An image is a word that appeals to or stimulates one or more senses.  Images can be visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory, or gustatory.

        Example of images in a sentence:  "The officer groaned, yanked open the door, and stomped into the damp, dingy room."  ("groaned" is an auditory image; "yanked" is a visual image; "stomped" is a visual, auditory, and tactile image; "damp" is a tactile image; and, "dingy" can be a visual image.)
3.  Redundant (adjective) - Unnecessary repetition of word or idea.
4.  Trite (adjective) - Overused or commonplace.
5.  Cliche (noun) - A trite (overused) expression.
        Examples of clichés:  "kept me on the edge of my seat"..."left me hanging"..."in the middle of nowhere"..."take it one game at a time"...raining cats and dogs"..."from the bottom of my heart"
6.  Distraught (adjective) - Worried, anxious 
        Example: "The mother was distraught when she realized her daughter had not yet returned home."
7. Bickering (verb/adjective) - Arguing 
        Example: "The two reporters were bickering over who would interview the coach first."  (verb)
        Example: "The bickering reporters were finally silenced by their editor." (adjective)
8. Pandemonium (noun) - Wild excitement, chaos 
        Example: "When the home team scored, the stands erupted in pandemonium."
9. Bedlam (noun) - Extreme confusion or disorganization 
        Example: "After the accident bedlam ruled the scene."
10. Somber (adjective) - Gloomy, sad, serious 
        Example: "The mood throughout the country was somber following the surprise attack."
