Sentence Structure Activity
USING SENTENCE VARIETY IN A TELEPHONE MESSAGE

Imagine that you have missed your ride home after school, so you have gone to a friend’s house.  No one is at your home now, but you know you should call and leave a message on the answering machine.  Write out the message you will leave.  Use a variety of sentence structures.

Prewriting: First, decide what will be in your message.  You will want to tell where you are, why you are there, and why you missed your ride.  You may also want to say when you will be home and whether arrangements should be made to pick you up.  Make notes on all these details.

Writing: Use your notes to write your first draft.  As you write, remember that your message must be short but clear and informative.  Think about how you can combine ideas.

Revising: Read your message aloud, and listen to how it sounds.  Are your explanations and plans complete?  Do they sound logical?  Check to see that you have used a variety of sentence structures.

Publishing: Read over your message again; checking for errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  The class will hold a contest to determine the best of several messages.  Once the best messages have been chosen, they will be posted outside the classroom, in the hallway.

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY:

***Take it a step further…color code your sentences by type (simple, compound, complex).  Point out any subordinate clauses, and tell the class if they are adjective, adverb, or noun subordinate clauses.

