    Phrases, Dependent Clauses, Independent Clauses

1. A sentence expresses a complete thought.
   Ex. I am going to the movie after school.

2. A phrase is a group of words that does not express a complete thought. A phrase never has both a subject and a verb. 
    Ex. Going to the movies

3. A clause is a group of words that has a subject and a verb. Clauses can be labeled as independent or dependent.
4. A clause that does not express a complete thought is called a dependent or subordinate clause. A subordinate clause depends upon an independent clause to complete its meaning. It cannot stand alone as a sentence. 
   Ex.   Because I woke up late.

5. A clause that expresses a complete thought is called an independent clause. This clause can stand alone as a sentence. 
    Ex. I was late for school because I woke up late.
