Phrases and Clauses Review

A phrase is a group of words that acts in a sentence as a single part of speech. It does not express a complete thought. A phrase never has both a subject and a verb. Ex. Going to the movies.
Types of phrases
1)  Appositive phrase- An appositive is a noun or noun phrase that renames another noun right beside it. The appositive can be a short or long combination of words. 
   Ex. My 286 computer, a modern-day dinosaur, chews floppy disks as noisily as my 
          brother does peanut brittle.
      2) Verb phrase- A verb phrase consists of one or more helping verbs plus the main 

                                 verb.

         Ex. Susan will be attending college in the fall.

         Ex. The students have completed their assignments.

      3) Prepositional phrase- A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition and ends 
          with a noun or pronoun (called the object of the preposition.) Prepositional phrases 
          may appear anywhere in a sentence. They act as modifiers (adjectives and adverbs) 
          in sentences.   
           Ex.   In the morning after breakfast, we will go for a run. 
          {In the morning, after breakfast, for a run tells when we will go - pps as  adverbs.}
          Ex. The article about the famous astronaut received worldwide attention. 
          {about the famous astronaut tells identifies which article- pps as adjective}
4) Gerund phrase- A gerund phrase will begin with a gerund, an ing word, and  

   might include other modifiers and/or objects. Gerund phrases always function as 
   nouns, so they will be subjects, predicate nominatives, or objects in the sentence.
   Ex. Swimming during the hot summer can be a great relief from the sweltering

   heat.
      5) Infinitive phrase- An infinitive phrase will begin with an infinitive [to + simple 
          form of the verb]. It will include objects and/or modifiers. Infinitive phrases can 

          function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs in a sentence.

          Ex. To win the competition is my ultimate goal.
6) Participial phrase- A participial phrase begins with a participle [past or 

     present tense verb forms that end with –ed, -d, -ing, or any other irregular 

     verb form and includes objects and/or modifiers. Participial phrases act like 

     adjectives and come before or after the nouns that they modify.

     Ex. Prepared for the test, Sara breezed right through it.
     Ex. The article written by the students was published in the newspaper.
 Types of clauses 

A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb.

Independent clauses- An independent clause is a sentence that makes sense on its own.

Dependent clauses- A dependent or subordinate clause is not a complete sentence by itself and does not make sense on its own. It only makes sense when it’s attached to an independent clause.
Examples of dependent or subordinate clauses:
1) Adjective clause- An adjective clause describes nouns or pronouns.   
      The relative pronouns who, whose, whom, which, when, where, and that 
      introduce adjective clauses. Clauses that begin with which can only be 
      adjective clauses.
           Ex. Counters that are uncluttered make cooking easier.
           Ex. The time when I was most afraid involved a huge shark.
           Ex. The waitress who served our table was very helpful.

2) Adverb clause- An adverb clause describes verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. Subordinate conjunctions introduce adverb clauses.
      Ex. Although it rained, I walked home.
      Ex. I was out of breath because I walked fast.
      Ex. Since it was Valentine’s Day, we got candy.
3) Noun clause- Noun clauses are used the same way that nouns are used.

      The relative pronouns who, (whoever), what, (whatever), whose, (whosever), 
      and that introduce noun clauses. 
     Subject: Whoever wants to play a game has to finish all assignments.

     Direct Object: Do you know what today is?
           Indirect Object:  Hemingway considered whatever he did a challenge.
           Predicate Noun: The winner was whoever finished first
     Object of the Preposition: Mr. Jones is valuable for what he knows about history. 
