Parallel Structure in Sentences

 In grammar, parallel structure also known as parallelism in sentences is a balance of two or more words, phrases, and clauses. Conjunctions help to achieve balance in sentences because they join words of equal importance: nouns to nouns, verbs to verbs, prepositional phrases to prepositional phrases, clauses to clauses, and etc.

Examples:

1. Most people play golf for exercise, for pleasure, and for social contacts.

2. Our new teacher was young, tall, slender, and red headed.

3. The new student in French class was noisy, disruptive, and unprepared. 

4. My new notebook computer is lightweight, compact, and fast.
5. The lecture was dated, boring, and unnecessary.
6. Joel likes imitating people and telling jokes.
Directions: Underline the nonparallel structures in each sentence below and rewrite them  

                  correctly.
1. The candidate was criticized for being colorless and that he was overly cautious.

2. Paul likes cooking but dislikes to clean up afterward.

3. Mr. Asforis needs someone who will help in the stockroom and to make deliveries.
4. Reading the book was fun but to write a report on it was hard.

5. The pianist played with great feeling but occasionally hit some sour notes.

6. The scouts especially like hiking and to camp out.
7. The company can become profitable by cutting costs or sell more widgets.
8. Nick enjoyed  receiving letters but not to write them.
9. The main duties of the job are typing, filing, and to do simple bookkeeping.
10. If you plan on flying or to take the train this weekend, you can expect crowds.
Parallel or Nonparallel?

1. The manger protested loudly and with great emotion.

2. A guard dog must be tough, obedient, and without fear.

3. Mr. Darling liked weeding his garden, mowing his lawn, and to 

    putter around his house.

4. The twins were identical in appearance and behavior.

5. The Dolphins were elated over defeating the Seals and because 

    they had won the championship.

6. The children loved to play in the surf and to build sand castles 
    on the beach.
7. My desires were to visit the museum and seeing everything in 

    the displays.

8. He agreed to participate in the talent show but refused singing 

   without a microphone.
