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MCT2 Study Guide

Listed below are bold-item objectives for 8th grade language arts.  These represent objectives that are introduced in the 8th grade.  Therefore, this guide does not reflect all content of the MCT2. Rather, this guide presents new material pertinent to 8th language arts, which will be assessed on the MCT2.  

For a complete listing of all objectives, please access the following link: 

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/acad1/frameworks/LA_8th_grade_framework.pdf
(Students will be expected to apply prior learning from previous grades.)

Bold-item Objectives for 8th Grade Vocabulary and Reading

1) The student will apply knowledge of roots and affixes (e.g., after-, auto-, con-, -ation, -ition, -al, -ial) to infer meaning of unfamiliar words in novel texts. 

How will this be tested?  After reading a passage, a test question will be presented with formatting similar to the following example:

Based upon an understanding of the affixes, what is the meaning of restoration as it is used in line 55?

A. The sale of natural resources

B. The return to an original condition

C. A location for keeping property or supplies

D. A resource for improving land and water

2) The student will apply knowledge of synonyms, antonyms, and homonyms to evaluate word choices in a variety of texts (e.g., analyzing author’s craft, revising writing, peer editing). 

How will this be tested? A test question will be presented with formatting similar to the    

 following examples:


Look at each pair of words. Which pair of words are antonyms?

A. Pathetic—gloomy

B. Omit—integrate

C. Budget—money

D. Excel—succeed

Or

Read the following sentence.

When Justin arrived in his purple suit and gold shoes, we admitted we had never

seen such a gaudy costume.

Which of the following words is a synonym for gaudy?

A. Flashy

B. Tasteful

C. Ridiculous

D. Impressive

 3) The student will use context clues to infer the meanings of unfamiliar words or phrases in unfamiliar grade level appropriate text. 
How will this be tested? After reading a passage, students will be presented with a question with formatting similar to the following example: 

Read lines 18–24 in the passage.

Based upon context clues, what can the reader infer is the meaning of Antonio

unfolded it gingerly?

A. Antonio unfolded the letter with respect because he realized the letter was old.

B. Antonio unfolded the letter with excitement because he saw the date of the letter in the top corner.

C. Antonio unfolded the letter carefully because he knew the letter was brittle.

D. Antonio unfolded the letter with suspicion because he thought the letter might be a secret.

4) The student will apply knowledge of figurative language (e.g., simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, idiom) to evaluate author’s intent. 

How will this be tested? After reading a passage, a test question will be presented with formatting similar to the following examples:

Which lines justify the inference that the poet uses figurative language to inspire

the reader’s imagination?

A. Lines 3–4

B. Lines 9–10

C. Lines 15–16

D. Lines 21–22

Or
Which of the following is a correct interpretation of how the use of figurative language contributes to the poet’s intent?

A. The poet uses a simile to compare being grounded on Earth to being a sailor on a ship.

B. The poet uses hyperbole to show how rocketing through space will solve its mysteries.

C. The poet uses personification to express the amazing distance from Earth to the far away galaxies.

D. The poet uses a metaphor to compare the endless space in the universe to an ocean.

5) The student will infer, justify, evaluate, draw conclusions, predict outcomes, synthesize, and evaluate information. 

How will this be tested?  After reading a passage, a test question will be presented with formatting similar to the following example:

Which of the following sentences from the passage supports the prediction that

Antonio will be more eager to help his mother in her store the next time she

gets a new shipment?

A. He sank down next to the box of books and stared at the date, fascinated.

B. He felt as if he had traveled back in time.

C. Antonio paused for a moment and smiled at the coincidence—he himself had just turned thirteen a week earlier.

D. Intrigued, Antonio turned his attention to the other books in the box—maybe there were letters in those books, too.

.
6) The student will evaluate or revise a summary or paraphrase of the events or ideas in one or more literary texts, literary nonfiction and informational texts.
How will this be tested?  After reading a passage, a test question will be presented with formatting similar to the following examples:

Which of the following statements provides an accurate summary of lines 12–17 from the passage?

A. The books stir up dust that makes Antonio start sneezing, causing him to drop a book on his foot. He notices a piece of paper has slipped out of the dropped book.

B. Antonio is upset about unpacking books and not playing lacrosse. He finds a piece of paper on the floor. He thinks a page has been torn out of a book.

C. The books are tightly packed in a box and hard to handle. Antonio drops a heavy book, and it falls on his foot. His foot hurts, but he does not want to cry about his injury.

D. When Antonio sees a piece of paper on the floor, he is curious about it. He tries to imagine where it has come from and why he has not noticed it earlier.

Or

Below is a paraphrase of lines 51–57 that a student wrote.

The plan worked well over the next few days. Because the Germans could not decode the messages, their attacks on American troops and supply depots stopped. At least one Choctaw speaker was assigned to each company headquarters. More Choctaw code talkers were trained to use various methods to

communicate military messages.

Which revision will make the paraphrase more complete?

A. The student will include which Army division used the code talkers.

B. The student will explain why the messages could not be decoded.

C. The student will tell how soldiers were chosen for training.

D. The student will describe the attacks made by the Germans.

7) The student will critique or evaluate sarcasm.
How will this be tested? After reading a passage, a test question will be presented with formatting similar to the following example: 

Which of the following statements is a correct evaluation of the poet’s use of literary devices in the poem?

A. The poet uses imagery when describing an astronaut exploring the rings of Saturn, the moons of Mars, and the Milky Way.

B. The poet uses irony when expressing the wish to see from Earth what is invisible in space.

C. The poet uses exaggeration when describing comets and the numbers of asteroids in the universe.

D. The poet uses sarcasm when explaining that a single cord is the only link between the spaceship and an astronaut who is on a space-walk.
8) The student will evaluate the use of tools of persuasion (e.g., glittering generalities, false syllogisms). 
How will this be tested? After reading a passage, a test question will be presented with formatting similar to the following example:


Which statement correctly evaluates the author’s use of tools of persuasion in the

passage?

A. The author uses stereotypes to portray politicians and news outlets.

B. The author uses shock tactics and fear to warn of dangers to the environment.

C. The author uses card stacking to present only one side of the environmentalism issue.

D. The author uses endorsement to praise the efforts of certain individuals.
8th Grade Bold-Item Grammar Objectives

9)The student will apply subject-verb agreement in sentences containing compound subjects.
How will this be tested? A test question will be presented with formatting similar to the    

 following examples:


Read the following sentences.

(1) Neither the gardening tools nor the lawn mower has been stored out of the rain this summer.

(2) I cannot remember whether my Aunt Tess or my Aunt May has invited me to dinner.

(3) Either my brother or my sister have accompanied me to the library every week.

(4) Both the actress and her agent have just refused to answer the reporter’s questions.

Which of the following revisions corrects an error in subject-verb agreement with

compound subjects?

A. Neither the gardening tools nor the lawn mower have been stored out of the rain

this summer.

B. I cannot remember whether my Aunt Tess or my Aunt May have invited me to

dinner.

C. Either my brother or my sister has accompanied me to the library every week.

D. Both the actress and her agent has just refused to answer the reporter’s questions.

Or
Which of the following sentences does not use correct subject-verb agreement?

A. My grandmother and my grandfather do not remember the exact hour when I was born.

B. A concert, which included a trombone solo and a string quartet, was scheduled in the school auditorium.

C. My determination and interest in track has not changed even though I finished third in today’s race.

D. Both the superstar and his business manager, along with an attorney, have agreed to extend contract talks.

10) The student will identify and use infinitives/infinitive phrases (as nouns, adjectives, and adverbs), gerunds/gerund phrases (as nouns), and participles/participial phrases (as adjectives). 

How will this be tested? A test question will be presented with formatting similar to the    

 following examples:

Which of the following uses an infinitive as an adjective?

A. To learn the technique for surfing was a dream that I’d had for a long time.

B. I knew that my dream to surf the waters of the Pacific might never be realized.

C. I wanted to start lessons right away in case the opportunity came.

D. Then last night my uncle called to invite me to travel with him to California next

summer.
Or

Read the two sentences in the box below.

Icebergs are broken from glaciers and ice sheets.

They often imperil navigation.
Which of the following sentences correctly combines the two sentences using a participial phrase as an adjective?

A. Icebergs, which often imperil navigation, are broken from glaciers and ice sheets.

B. Icebergs, broken from glaciers and ice sheets, often imperil navigation.

C. Because they are broken from glaciers and ice sheets, icebergs often imperil navigation.

D. Breaking off from glaciers and ice sheets causes icebergs to imperil navigation.

 11) The student will analyze sentences containing parallel structures to present items in compound subjects and verbs, items in a series, and items juxtaposed for emphasis. 


How will this be tested? A test question will be presented with formatting similar to the    

 following examples:


Read the following list of features included in a new cell phone.

(1) Call forwarding

(2) 2.0 megapixel camera

(3) E-mail

(4) Photo caller identification

Which of the following combines these features into a sentence that uses parallel

structure?

.A With this new phone, callers can forward their calls, take 2.0 megapixel pictures, send and receive e-mail, and use photos to identify other callers.

B. With this new phone, callers can enjoy forwarding their calls, taking 2.0 megapixel

pictures, have the ability to send and receive e-mails, and can use photos to identify

other callers.

C. With this new phone, callers will be able to forward their calls, take 2.0 megapixel

pictures while sending and receiving e-mail, and they can use photos to identify

other callers.

D. With this new phone, callers will be able to forward their calls and take 2.0 megapixel pictures, along with sending and receive e-mail and use photos to identify other callers.

Or

Which sentence combines ideas by using correct parallel structure?

A. Michael realized he needs to keep eating a balanced diet, exercising regularly, and make sure he sleeps at least eight hours every night.

B. Jared and his puppy Chubs enjoy following their favorite hiking trail, to chase each other around the yard, and play fetch with a tennis ball.

C. Some of Andrea’s favorite activities are bicycling with her friends, hiking in the mountains, and knitting for enjoyment.

D. Joshua and his sister Marsha are interested in learning to water ski, fish in the lake, and playing chess with their relatives.

Technology-Based Resources to Bolster Learning at Home

(Students have log-in and password information.)

http://www.usatestprep.com
www.studyisland.com
www.myskillstutor.com
Suggestions for Parents

· Ask your child to summarize something that he/she read that day. 

· Ask your child to make a prediction based on a title you see. Perhaps, this could a title printed in the newspaper or magazine found in your home. 

· Analyze commercials on television or radio to determine what tool of persuasion is being used. 

· Check to ensure your child is using UNRAAVEL and 12 Powerful Words!

· Provide a variety of books and magazines to expand your child’s vocabulary.  

· Maintain open communication with your child’s teacher to monitor his/her progress. 

· Reinforce school and classroom rules at home, check homework, and know what is expected of your child. 

· Encourage your child to participate in classroom activities and to work to his/her potential at all times. 

· Talk to your child about how questions are presented on the state test.  Help your child put into his/her own words what the questions are asking. 

· Encourage your child to review using MCT2 practice tests via the following links:

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/acad/osa/LA_Grade_8_v2.pdf
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/acad/osa/MCT2/new_practice/Grade_8_LA_PT.pdf
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ACAD/osa/LA_Practice_Tests/MCT2_G8_LA_PT3.pdf
· Make sure your child gets adequate sleep and eats a nutritious meal before taking the MCT2. 

Excellence...From All...For All
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