In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2008-2009 Course Syllabus for  Computer Discovery    Term 1st
Teacher:   Bruce Grantham  E-mail:   biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site:   bruce.grantham@biloxischools.net
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.

Unit 1:  Orientation

1.
Identify school policies, program policies, and procedures related to Computer Discovery.

2.
Discuss ethics and quality assurance.

3.
Discuss educational, occupational, and leadership opportunities.

4.
Recognize the importance of computer literacy in today’s job market.

5.
Explore the philosophy of the school-to-careers initiative.

Unit 2:  Introduction to Computer Discovery

1.
Explain basic computer usage.

2.
Perform basic computer operations related to computer usage.

3.
Explore the philosophy of “quality assurance in the workplace”.

Unit 4:  Keyboarding (Ongoing)

1.
Perform basic keyboarding applications
Unit 9:  Telecommunications (Internet)

1.
Explain telecommunication applications.

2.
Utilize applications of telecommunications.

3.
Discuss the design and/or development of a web page.

Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests: GRADE CATEGORY WEIGHTS:

Activities = 25%

Tests = 55%

Term Test = 20%

Course Requirements:  In addition to all daily assignments, each student will be required to keep a Computer Discovery notebook.  This should be a 1” three-ring binder with inside pockets.  Pocket folders are unacceptable.  This binder is to contain all notes, class work, handouts, tests, and projects.  A weekly journal is to be included in the notebook contents.  Every journal entry must exhibit the rules of writing a cohesive paragraph and consist of 3 to 5 complex sentences.  Topics are posted each week and will be graded.

Activities = 25% of term grade.
Activities:  Lessons are due 3 days after the lesson is assigned.  A grade of 0 will be recorded if the lesson is not completed on time.  Students have one week to make up uncompleted lessons without losing points on their grade.  Since computer competencies are sequential, before going on to new assignments, all lessons must be completed even if the assigned due date has passed . 
Test grades = 55% of term grade..
Missed Tests:  Usually, unless the teacher determines otherwise, all missed tests must be made up on the day of return.  If a test is not made up, a grade of 0 will be recorded.



Retesting:  Every student will be given the opportunity to retest (major tests and quizzes).  Before a student can retest, they must qualify to retest by meeting specific guidelines determined by the teacher during morning computer lab.  If a student does not qualify within ten (10) days, barring emergencies or medical issues, they lose the opportunity to retest.  If a student does qualify and retests, they will be given the higher of the two (2) grades.. 
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Homework may be assigned on occasion.  All other assignments must be completed during classtime or during morning computer lab.
Course Requirements: Students must satisfactorily complete all competencies.
Important Dates:

Midterm progress report: 08/28/08   Term exam: 10/2,3/08   Report card: 10/09/08 
Refer to the web page for Mr. Grantham's Computer Discovery class for further information.
http://www.biloxischools.net


