Million Word Project

Book Reflection Options

Project # 3 has you completing a book review.  Unless otherwise stated, your review should be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, and 1 ½ - 2 pages (500 words). Here are your options:

1.  Every book you read has at its heart some idea; it might be about how complicated people are, the desire for power, or growing up. Write a one-page essay about an idea in your book, and use examples and details to illustrate how this idea evolves in your book. Your essay should not be a summary of what happens in the book. It should not begin, “This book is about three friends…”, or “I didn’t like this book…”, or “You would like this book because…”.

2.  An Irish proverb says that you cannot open a book without learning something. Write an essay about what you learned--about yourself, about others, about the world, or about something else--in the course of reading your book. 

3. “There are three rules for writing a novel. Unfortunately, no one knows what they are.” --William Somerset Maugham

Decide upon the three rules you think should be followed when writing a good book. Use examples from the book you’ve read to illustrate your point. If you say that “a good book must be exciting,” you should draw examples from the book you read to show what you mean, and explain HOW/WHY it makes it a good book. Or, if your book falls short of your expectations, you might explore the three “fatal flaws” in writing a book, drawing on your book for examples.

4.  “A story really isn’t any good unless it successfully hangs on and expands in your mind.”--Joyce Carol Oates

When you get to the last page of a book and feel depressed because you no longer get to “interact” with the characters therein, you know you’ve read a good story. Often we want the story to go on and tell us more. This is why sequels are so popular. Now you have the opportunity to actually extend the book you’ve read by writing a “lost chapter.” It must be at least three pages and adhere to the plot, characterization, and style of the original text. Write as if you’re the author writing one more chapter. Please include a brief summary of the book at the beginning of your paper.
