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Edgar Allan Poe Notes
1. Born in 1809; died in 1849.

2. Born in Boston, Massachusetts.

3. Mother’s name was Eliza Poe.

4. Father’s name was David Poe.

5. Mother and father were actors.

6. Dad was not responsible and abandoned the family.

7. Poe was one of three children. He had a brother and a sister.

8. His mother died when he was two.

9. She died of tuberculosis.

10. Tuberculosis was also called TB, the Galloping Disease, Consumption, and the Red Death.

11. Coughing up blood was a symptom of the disease.

12. Poe was an orphan after she died. He was separated from the rest of his family and sent to a foster home.

13. Foster father was named John Allan.

14. Foster mother was named Frances Allan.

15. Foster mother was good to him; Poe loved her.

16. Foster father, John Allan, was not there for Poe emotionally.

17. Foster father refused to adopt Poe.

18. Poe was always sad and depressed.

19. Poe suffered from bipolar disorder, also called manic-depression.

20. Foster father sold tobacco and made a lot of money.

21. Poe’s first girlfriend died of brain cancer.

22. Foster mother, Frances Allan, also contracted tuberculosis and died from it.

23. Mr. Allan had many girlfriends.

24. Poe went to college and drew all over the ceilings and walls of his dorm during a manic episode.

25. Poe was an excellent artist and a writer. He decided to become a writer.

26. Poe was very poor.

27. Poe used him money on alcohol because he was an alcoholic.

28. He was allergic to alcohol, so he became intoxicated on just one or two drinks.

29. Because of his gambling, he got into debt by $2,000.

30. He was so poor that he couldn’t afford firewood, so he broke pieces of his furniture for firewood to keep himself warm in the winter.

31. Poe joined the Army and changed his name to escape his debts.

32. His fake name in the Army was Edgar A. Perry.

33. When Poe was 20, he had already published two books of poetry.

34. Poe fell in love with Virginia Clemm.

35. Foster father got sick and began to die.

36. Poe went to visit him and got into a fight with him.

37. As a result, his foster father left Poe out of his will and left all of his money to his illegitimate children.

38. Poe was also a critic of books. He was so brutal in his reviews that his nickname was “The Tomahawk Man” because he critiqued them so harshly.

39. He had a very strange relationship with Virginia. She was his cousin.
40. When they got married, she was 12 and he was 26.

41. He and her mother, his aunt, faked Virginia’s age on the marriage license. They listed her age as 21.

42. Poe wanted everything for Virginia and loved her tremendously. He was totally devoted to her, and they were happy together.

43. He became a drug addict. He was addicted to opium. At the time, he took it as a medicine, a painkiller, when he was sick.

44. Virginia, unfortunately, was singing for Poe one evening when he was playing the piano for her. She coughed up a droplet of blood. He knew instantly that she had tuberculosis and was doomed to die from this disease.

45. She died, and he was terribly depressed and wanted to die, too. He would sleep on her grave at night because he missed her so much, and he loved her immensely.

46. “The Raven” was his most famous piece of writing. It was a poem that he sold for only $14.00. 

47. For many years, most people thought Poe died from drugs and alcohol.

48. Now, many suspect he probably died of rabies because he had the symptoms, but no one recognized them.

49. Poe was also nicknamed “The Raven” because of his poem.

50. Poe was the inventor of the detective story.

51. Poe is known as the “Father of the Short Story.”

Vocabulary for “The Black Cat” 
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1. Perversity-turned away from what is right or good.

2. Infamy-evil reputation brought about by something shocking.

3. Caresses-to touch or stroke tenderly or lovingly.

4. Deprived-to take something away from.

5. Aversion-something disliked.

6. Gallows-where the punishment of hanging occurs.

7. Remnant-small part or trace remaining.

8. Succumb-to yield to.

9. Hideous-horrible, morally offensive, shocking.

10. Projection-something that sticks out.

11. Bade-invited.

12. Bravado-a show of bravery, showing off.

