In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2010-2011 Course Syllabus for Algebra I     Term 1
Teacher: Lee  E-mail: paula.lee@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site: http://www.biloxischools.net/schools/bjh/faculty/paula.lee/

Students should enter Algebra I with fluency in computing with all four operations using rational numbers and basic knowledge and understanding of how to use formulas to solve problems.  Solving equations and graphing is extended to include linear and non-linear functions and relations and higher degree-equations.  Concepts and computations with matrices are introduced.  The analysis of graphs includes scatter plots.  Written and oral justifications to support solution methods and solutions are required.  

Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.

Unit 1 (~7 days)

•  Apply commutative, associative, identity, and distributive properties of real numbers to simplify 

   algebraic expressions.  

•  Simplify variable expressions including expressions with rational numbers.

•  Compute with order of operations using the TI-84 Calculator.

Unit 2 (~14 days)

•  Solve, check, and graph multi-step linear equations in one variable, including rational coefficients in mathematical and real-world situations.  * with Distributive Property

•  Solve, check, and graph multi-step linear inequalities in one variable, including rational coefficients in mathematical and real-world situations.  * with Distributive Property

Unit 3 (~5 days)

•  Use matrices to solve mathematical situations and contextual problems.
Unit 4 (~5 days)

•  Solve and graph absolute value equations in one variable.

•  Solve and graph absolute value inequalities in one variable.
Unit 5 (~5 days) 

•  Solve real-world problems involving formulas for perimeter, area, distance, and rate.
Unit 6 (~ 5 days)

•  Analyze the relationship between x and y values, determine whether a relation is a function, and identify domain and range.

•  Explain and illustrate how a change in one variable may result in a change in another variable and apply to the relationships between independent and dependent variables.
Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete

Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)

Tests: Formal assessments (or tests) will be given on a regular basis, and the students will be notified ahead of time of its date.  If a student is absent on the day of the test, he/she must take it the day he/she returns unless special arrangements are made.  Projects may be assigned, and will be worth one test grade.  Tests are worth 55% of the term average.  At the end of the term, a common term assessment, or CTA, will be given.  It is comprehensive of all the material covered in the term and is worth 20% of the term average.
Retesting:  Retesting is allowed for up to 10 school days after the original test date.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a retest.  Re-Teaching/Tutorial is for all students who may need assistance in preparation for upcoming unit tests or re-tests.  In order to retest, the student must first attend at least 30 minutes of extra tutoring outside of class, complete assignments with proficiency prior to re-testing, and he/she must have at least put forth an effort on the original test in the first place, regardless of whether or not he/she was prepared for said test.  The re-test may be a modified version of the original test to allow students to finish in the allotted re-testing time.  Term tests can not be re-tested. 

Homework/Assignments/Projects: 
 Daily grades include homework, classwork, bellwork, & informal assessment (or quizzes).  Homework will be given on a regular basis.  Homework is due the day after it is assigned unless otherwise noted.  If the homework is not ready to be turned in at class time, the student may turn it in late, but a penalty will be applied for its tardiness.  The same applies to other daily grades such as classwork and bellwork.  If a student misses a daily grade due to absence, it is the student’s responsibility to follow up on what he/she missed.  Quizzes will be given periodically to track student progress and is graded for accuracy.  Daily grades are worth 25% of the term average.

Course Requirements: A student is expected to come in quietly, take his/her seat, and prepare for class.  A student is to come to class with binder, paper, and pencil.   Students will be required to keep all daily work in a notebook for study purposes.  Students will be required to pass the State Algebra Exam administered at the end of this course in order to graduate.
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: Sep 16  Common Term Assessment: Oct 14 - 15   Report cards Oct 22

I look forward to a productive year with all of my students.  I feel that an open line of communication between teacher, student, and parent is imperative to student success.  Please feel free to contact me by school e-mail or by school phone (228-435-1421).
http://www.biloxischools.net


