U.S. History
“The Civil War”

Ch. 17, 18, & 19
Election of 1848

•      Through the 1840’s, the issue of slavery was steadily dividing the nation

•      1848 Zachary Taylor was elected President of the United States

•      Free Soil Party emerged.  They wanted to stop the expansion of slavery

Compromise of 1850

•      1849 California was ready to become a state and requested to be a free state.

•      Southern leaders threatened to leave the union, or secede, if this happened.

•     South Carolina Senator John C. Calhoun pushed for secession

•      Henry Clay devised a compromise to hold the union together.

•      Compromise of 1850:

•     California admitted as free

•     Fugitive Slave laws strengthened

•     New Mexico & Utah territories created with popular sovereignty (voted on by the people) to decided slave issue

•      Sept. 1850 the Compromise passed, and President Millard Fillmore (Taylor died in office) signed it into law.

Abolitionists

•      Abolitionists gained numbers in the 1850’s

•      The brutality of slavery was widely known and helped increased support

•      1852 Harriet Beecher Stowe published “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”

•     A book about a kind slave with a cruel overseer

•     The book made northerners view all southerners in this light.  Southerners were outraged by the book.

Dred Scott

•      Dred Scott was a slave that was purchased by a Missouri doctor.

•      They moved to Illinois & the Wisconsin territory (free areas) and then back to Missouri

•      Dred Scott sued for his freedom stating that since he was carried into free territories, he was a free man

•      Case went to the Supreme Court.

•      Court ruled that Scott was not free, b/c he was property and the Constitution protects property

•      They also ruled that the Missouri Compromise was unconstitutional

•      Under this ruling slavery was protected by the U.S. Constitution.

Kansas Nebraska Act

•      Divided the Nebraska Territory into Kansas and Nebraska

•      Slave issue would be decided by popular sovereignty.

•      Proslavery & antislavery supporters flocked to the area to populate it and violence soon erupted.  This became known as Bleeding Kansas

•      May 1856 proslavery supporters destroyed a town and killed 5 antislavery supporters

•      May 24, 1856, John Brown (antislavery activist) retaliated by attacking and murdering 5 proslavery supporters.

Republican Party

•      1854 the Republican Party formed on the idea of keeping slavery from spreading to the West

•      All southerners were Democrats

•      1856 Democratic candidate James Buchanan was elected President

•      One young Republican was making a name for himself

•     Abraham Lincoln challenged Senator Stephen Douglas for his seat in 1858.

•     The two had a series of debates known as the Lincoln-Douglas debates

•     Lincoln lost the election, but became a respected national figure b/c of the debates

Harper’s Ferry

•      Oct. 16, 1859 John Brown and 18 followers captured an armory (storehouse for weapons) at Harper’s Ferry, Virginia

•      Brown planned to arm slaves and lead a slave revolt

•      Local militia held him at bay until U.S. army and Marines arrived.

•      Marines were led by Gen. Robert E. Lee

•      Ten of Browns men were killed.  He was captured, tried, and hung.

•     Northerners made Brown a martyr and championed his cause

•     Southerners viewed the attack as proof that they could not live safely in the Union.

Election of 1860

•      4 Candidates ran

•      Democrats split over slavery issue

•     Southern Democrats nominated John C. Breckinridge

•     Northern Democrats nominated Stephen Douglas

•      Constitutional  Union Party (new) nominated John Bell

•      Republican party nominated Abraham Lincoln

•      Southerners threatened to secede if Lincoln was elected

•      Lincoln won the election.

Secession

•      Many southerners threatened secession, but many wanted to stay in the union

•      Dec. 20, 1860 South Carolina seceded from the Union.

•      Feb. 1861 MS, FL, AL, GA, LA, & TX also seceded

•      All seceded based on state’s rights.

•      Feb. 4, in Montgomery, AL, these states formed the Confederate States of America.

•      They elected Jefferson Davis, of MS, as their President 

War Begins

•      April 12, 1861, Confederates fire on Ft. Sumter in Charleston South Carolina

•      This began the Civil War

Border States

•      Border States were slave states that rested on the line between the North & South

•     Southern Side – Virginia, North Carolina, Arkansas, and Tennessee

•     Northern Side – Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri (West Virginia)

•      Lincoln was determined to keep the border states

•      Washington D.C. was in danger of becoming a part of the Confederacy if Maryland (a slave state) seceded.

•      Martial Law (military rule) was declared in Baltimore, Maryland after violence broke out there.

North & South

•      South – was fighting to defend itself

•    Capitol was located in Richmond, VA

•    Southerners were skilled soldiers

•    Small population & no industry or resources.

•      North – fought to reunite the union

•    Capitol was located in Washington, D.C.

•    North had an advantage in population, money, transportation, food, and manufacturing

Leaders & Strategies

•             North – Lincoln was commander in chief of armed forces

•        Lincoln chose Winfield Scott to command U.S. forces

North’s military strategy
•        Blockade Confederate ports

•        Take MS River and divide the Confederacy

•        Capture Richmond
•           South – Jefferson Davis was commander in chief of armed forces

•           Davis chose Robert E. Lee to lead the war in the east & Albert S. Johnston to lead the war in the West

•        Southern Strategy

•        Fight a Defensive War (relied on European nations for materials)

Confederate Leaders

 

•      Yankees – Northern or Union                       

                    Soldiers

 

•      Rebels – Southern or 

                 Confederate Soldiers

Finding Soldiers

•      Conscription

First Battle of Bull Run

•      Summer 1861 Confederate troops were along the Manassas, Virginia stream Bull Run

•      This was too close to Washington, D.C. for Pres. Lincoln

•      July 21, 1861 Union troops met Confederate troops at Manassas (Bull Run) and they fought the first major Civil War battle.

•      Union troops pushed back Confederates early, but were stopped by Gen. Thomas Jackson and his men.  The Union army was forced to retreat.

•      Gen. Jackson earned the nickname “Stonewall” for his brave stand against the Union forces.

•      The battle proved that the war would not be a short one.

•      Gen. Scott retired and was replaced by Gen. George McClellan

Second Battle of Bull Run

•      In the summer of 1862, McClellan tried to capture Richmond by sending 100,000 troops to a peninsula south of Richmond

•      June 1862, Robert E. Lee and his forces defeated McClellan at the Battles of Seven Days.

•      McClellan was only 25 miles from Richmond but did not resume his attack

•      Pres. Lincoln ordered him to join with Gen. John Pope’s forces at Bull Run and move toward Richmond.

•      Robert E. Lee rushed to reach Pope before McClellan.  On Aug. 29, 1862 Pope’s forces attacked Lee’s at the Second Battle of Bull Run.

•      Lee’s forces defeated the Union forces and forced them to retreat.

Naval Battles

•      Union blockade of Confederacy was very effective

•      Confederates captured the Union ship the Merrimack.

•     They covered the sides with Iron (this type of ship is called an ironclad) and renamed it the Virginia.

•      March 8, 1862 the Virginia defeated several union ships without being harmed at all.

•      That evening a union ironclad named the Monitor arrived and met the Virginia.  The two fought for four hours

•     First time in history that two ironclads faced one another

•     Neither side really won a victory

•     This marked the end of the wooden warship era.

Antietam

•      Gen. Lee was looking to gain a victory in the North to bring in European support

•      Sept. 1862 Lee entered Maryland and split his forces.  He sent Stonewall Jackson to capture Harper’s Ferry.

•     His plans were discovered and told to Union Gen. McClellan

•      McClellan planned to attack and Lee prepared to meet his attack

•      Sept. 17, 1862 along Antietam Creek near Sharpsburg, Maryland the battle began

•      This was the bloodiest single day of fighting in the Civil War

•     26,000 soldiers were killed or wounded

•      The night of Sept. 18, Gen. Lee and the Confederates slipped back into Virginia.

•      The battle was a draw, but the Union claimed it as a victory b/c the Confederates retreated.

Emancipation Proclamation

•      Lincoln changed his stand on the slavery issue during the war.

•      Sept. 22, 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation

•     This declared all slaves in seceded states “Forever Free” unless the states returned to the Union by Jan. 1, 1863.

•     Those states did not rejoin the union.

•      This document actually didn’t free anyone, b/c the Confederates States of America considered themselves separate from the U.S.

African American Soldiers

•      Black soldiers were used in the Confederate army primarily for labor jobs.

•      Union army did enlist blacks, but they were also mainly used for labor jobs.

•     20,000 blacks were in the union navy

•     180,000 blacks were in the union army.

•      Towards the end of the war, many blacks were involved in battles and proved to fight very well.

Fredericksburg & Chancellorsville

•      McClellan waited six weeks to pursue Lee after Antietam.

•     Lincoln lost patience with him and replaced him with Gen. Ambrose Burnside

•      Lee defeated Burnside in late 1862 at Fredericksburg, VA.

•     Burnside resigned and was replaced by Gen. Joseph Hooker

•      May 4, 1863 Gen. Lee defeated Hooker and his forces at Chancellorsville, VA

•     At Chancellorsville, Stonewall Jackson was accidentally shot by Confederates when returning to camp during the night.

•     His arm was amputated, but by May 10 he died

•      Gen. Hooker was replaced by Gen. George Meade

Battle of Gettysburg

•       Lee moved into the Southern Pennsylvania (North)

•       July 1-3, 1863 Confederate & Union forces met outside of Gettysburg.

•       Meade’s forces dug into defensive positions

•        Lee ordered flanking attacks to both sides on July 2nd

•       July 3rd Lee ordered an attack on the Union center

•     Attack was led by Gen. George E. Pickett.  This become known as Pickett’s Charge.

•     7,000 Confederates died in this charge

•       July 4th Lee retreated to Virginia

•       Union had 23,000 casualties and the Confederacy suffered 22,000

•       Lincoln ordered Meade to pursue Lee’s forces, but he didn’t

•       Gettysburg was the turning point of the war, because the weakened Confederacy never again be strong enough to seriously challenge the Union

Gettysburg Address

•      On Nov. 19, 1863 Pres. Lincoln spoke at the dedication ceremony of a Gettysburg cemetery

•      His 3 minute long speech became one of the most famous in history

•      The Gettysburg Address summed up why Union soldiers were dying.

War In The West

•      The War in the West first secured the border states

•      Union forces were led by Gen. Ulysses S. Grant in the West.

•      Grant and his forces fought against Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston & Confederates at the Battle of Shiloh on April 6, 1862.

•      Grant and his forces defeated the Confederates.

•      13,000 Union casualties & 11,000 Confederate.

•      Gen. Johnston was killed.

•      Some asked Pres. Lincoln to replace Gen. Grant b/c he always had such high casualties, but he refused saying “this man fights”

Vicksburg

•      Grant moved to Vicksburg, MS.  A key city for supplying goods to the South.

•      Vicksburg was the only piece of the MS River that the Union didn’t control

•      Grant tried to capture Vicksburg three times but failed.

•      He laid siege (surrounded) to the city for six weeks and had it shelled day & night.

•      Those inside Vicksburg resorted to eating horses, mules, and dogs.

•      Vicksburg fell on July 4, 1863 (one day after Gettysburg)

 

Chickamauga & Chattanooga

•      Union forces tried to capture Chattanooga, TN.

•      Confederate forces defeated them at Chickamauga and forced them back to Chattanooga.

•      After reinforcements arrived the Union army led a counterattack and defeated the Confederate forces.

•      Confederates retreated to Georgia

•      The Union had won the war in the West.

Atlanta & Savannah

•      March 9, 1864 Pres. Lincoln named Gen. Ulysses S. Grant commander of all Northern armies

•      Grant practiced total war (destroying the Confederate army and its resources.  This harms civilians)

•      Sept. 1862 Union Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman captured Atlanta, GA and then marched his troops to Savannah.

•     Sherman’s “March to the Sea”, as it was known, resulted in the destruction of everything in their path.

 

Moving To Richmond

•      Grant began moving toward Richmond

•      Grant & Lee’s forces met at Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, and Cold Harbor along the way

•    Grant suffered the most losses, but he refused to retreat

 

Petersburg, Virginia

•      Petersburg, VA was the railroad town that supplied Richmond

•      Grant continually attempted to capture the city, but Lee and his forces dug in and defended it at all costs

•      Grant laid siege to the city.

•      Siege lasted 9 months & both sides suffered heavy losses

•      April 2nd 1864 Grant broke through the lines at Petersburg.

•      Richmond was evacuated and captured by the Union on April 3rd 1864

 

Lee Surrenders

•      April 9, 1865 Gen. Lee formerly surrendered to Gen. Grant at McLean House in Appomattox Court House, VA

•      The war officially ended on May 26, 1865.

Lincoln Assassinated

•      April 14, 1865 Pres. Lincoln was assassinated at Ford’s Theater by John Wilkes Booth, a fanatical Confederate sympathizer

Reconstruction

•      Reconstruction is the 12 year period following the Civil War where Americans tried to rebuild the South.

•      Lincoln planned for Reconstruction before his death.

•      His plan was lenient and allowed the Southern states to reenter the Union easily

•     10% of voters in a Southern state had to pledge an oath of allegiance to the Union.  They could then create a government and apply to be readmitted to the U.S.

•     Congress didn’t support Lincoln’s plan.  They wanted a harsher Reconstruction.

•     Congress controls the admission of new territories and states, and they refused to abide by Lincoln’s Reconstruction Plan

•      Jan. 31, 1865 Congress approved the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  This amendment abolished slavery.

President Andrew Johnson

•      After Lincoln’s assassination, his Vice President, Andrew Johnson, became president

•      Johnson was a southerner and vowed to use a Reconstruction plan similar to Lincoln’s

•      Congress was controlled by a group of Republicans that wanted to treat the south harshly after the war.  They were called “Radical Republicans”

•      Johnson and Radical Republicans fought battle after battle over Reconstruction

Johnson vs Congress

•      The South passed laws called “black codes” that restricted the Civil Rights of blacks

•      Congress passed several laws granting rights to blacks, but they were vetoed.  Congress overrode the Presidents veto’s

•      14th amendment defined citizenship to include blacks

•      Congress passed the Reconstruction Act in 1867.  this placed the south under military rule and made it difficult to return to the Union.

•      Congress then impeached Pres. Johnson.  Johnson missed being removed from office by one vote.

 

