In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.

2010-2011 Course Syllabus for Accelerated English III—Term 1
Teacher: Mrs. Tracy Manners Campbell

E-mail: tracy.campbell@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Website: www.biloxischools.net/schools/bhs/faculty/tracy.manners
Objectives:  

This course is designed to prepare the student for entrance into college, for academic success in the college classroom, and to develop communication skills, appreciation of a variety of genres, techniques of literary criticism, and proficiency in the use of individual writing styles.  Students study classic novels/plays and are required to research, write, and type a term paper. This term’s objectives are:
1. The student will develop and apply expansive knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. 

· Vocabulary and pairs of words 

· The student will analyze the effect of the author’s use of relationships of words and from these relationships infer the author’s purpose.

· The student will examine the author’s use or authors’ uses word choice or formal and informal language in multiple texts to accomplish purpose. 

2. The student will comprehend, respond to, interpret, or evaluate a variety of texts of increasing levels of difficulty. 

· The student will recognize text structures (e.g., episodic and generalization/principle) and analyze their effect on theme, author’s purpose, etc. 

· The student will interpret textual evidence of details, organization, and language to predict, draw conclusions, or determine author’s purpose. 

· The student will analyze (e.g., interpret, compare, contrast, evaluate, etc.) literary elements in multiple texts from a variety of genres to recognize patterns and connections.

· The student will analyze literature to evaluate them as responses to the events of the historical period in which they were written.

· Literary Text and Literary Non-fiction

· Short stories, novels, biographies, autobiographies, narrative essays (e.g., character, setting, plot, conflict, theme, mood, tone, point of view, allusion, figurative language, irony, symbolism, imagery, language/word choice, foreshadowing, flashback, etc.) 

3. The student will produce, analyze, or evaluate effective communication. 

· The student will produce a personal composition in the narrative mode. 

· The student will compose responses to literature in the informative mode clearly expressing a main idea thoroughly developed by relevant supporting details, which are well-elaborated and sufficient in number.

4. The student will use Standard English grammar, mechanics, and sentence structure to communicate. 

· The student will analyze multiple texts to evaluate and demonstrate the effective use of advanced grammar techniques in composing or editing. 

· The appropriate use of verbs (forms, perfect and progressive tenses, voices, and moods) 

· Pronouns (agreement, case, and reference) 

· Advanced writing rules/techniques

Weekly Agenda:
This agenda is a basic outline of the assignments and activities we will use to accomplish our objectives this term. It is by no means concrete and is subject to change. All tests are comprehensive by way of literary terms and grammar; all literature-based tests may include author’s background, literary period, literary terms, vocabulary, and comprehension. My website will have detailed information with page numbers and downloadable notes, if applicable.  
Week 1—August 11 to August 13
· Diagnostic writing
· Diagnostic multiple choice test (grammar)

· Rules, procedures, expectations

· Course and term overview (syllabus)

Week 2—August 16 to August 20
· Verbs 
· Tenses (present, present perfect, present perfect progressive, emphatic, etc.)

· Mood (indicative, imperative, subjunctive)

· Voice (active and passive)

· Pronouns

· Agreement with antecedents

· Case

· Reference (vague and ambiguous)

· Independent reading assignment
Week 3—August 23 to August 27
· Practice Verbs and Pronouns, Application to literature (reading assignment)
· Rules for writing handout

· Discuss/practice comma, colon, and semi-colon rules

· Discuss/practice subject-verb agreement, apostrophes, and parallelism

· Discuss/practice parentheses, dashes, and hyphens.
· Test 1—grammar/usage
· Reading assignment—“Beginnings” section pp. 3-18
Week 4—August 30 to September 3
· “Beginnings” quiz

· Beginnings and Native American literature (Elements of Literature text)

· “Of Plymouth Plantation,” William Bradford
· Independent reading: “History of the Dividing Line,” William Byrd

· Compare/contrast essay

Week 5—September 6 to September 10
· Labor Day—no school

· Literary terms handout
· Selected terms and vocabulary (words to own)
· Test 2—Beginnings, Native Am. lit., Bradford and Byrd
· Narrative writing; selected readings from text

· Narrative essay; using diagnostic writing from week 1 as basis
Week 6—September 13 to September 17
· Essay writing “basic training”

· Notes on narrative writing and description; narrative prompt assigned

· Notes on persuasive writing; persuasive prompt assigned

· Notes on expository writing (compare/contrast, specifically); compare/contrast prompt assigned

· Introduction to peer editing (modeling practice)
· Activity grade for completion of assigned prompts (3=1)

· Submit ONE fully revised paper assigned this week for major grade. 
· Progress reports go home
· Reading assignment—“The Minister’s Black Veil”, Nathaniel Hawthorne
Week 7—September 20 to September 24
· Puritan Justice—Notes
· “Think Like A Puritan”—Town Council cooperative learning

· Group Dynamics—leadership, procedures, and etiquette in groups

· Overview of The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne; book assignments

· Begin reading and discussing The Scarlet Letter.
· Handouts—vocabulary, syllabus, projects, etc.

· Quizzes on chapters 1-6 and 7-12

Week 8—September 27 to October 1 

· Analysis of text – symbols, irony, theme, etc.

· Quizzes on chapters 13-18 and 19-24

· Analysis and evaluation of quotations (Who Said What to Whom?)

· Review, discuss, and make connections with other Hawthorne works.
· Scarlet Letter Day! (3 paragraphs: choice, description of the letter, process)
Week 9—October 4 to October 8
· Finish reading and discussing The Scarlet Letter
· Test 3—Multiple choice and short answer critical analysis questions on The Scarlet Letter.

· Scarlet Letter Project due.

· Present projects to the class
Week 10—October 11 to October 15
· Extra practice for term I objectives

· Overview of term II; syllabus

· Exemption forms go out

· Term exams

Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100   B=80-89   C=75-79   D=70-74   F=below 70   I=incomplete

Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD.

Tests: Tests will be given to assess the student’s knowledge of specific objectives taught. Tests, projects, and major compositions count as 55% of the student’s grade each term.  (Tests = 55%; Daily/Quiz = 25%; Term Exam = 20%)  All tests are pre-assigned; therefore, they must be made up within THREE days of returning from an absence. Parents may be contacted if tests are either failed or not made up, and a time will be scheduled for makeup. 

Retesting/Reteaching: All students are encouraged to retest if they are unhappy with their grade, regardless of their score. The higher of the two test grades will be recorded in the grade book. To retest, students must make an appointment to come to review the test, successfully complete a remediation assignment (including tutoring), and come to retest.  The entire process must be completed within ten days of students receiving scores on the original test.  In addition, all daily/missed work relating to the test must be complete before the original test is taken AND all questions must be answered on the original test in order to be eligible for the retesting process.   

Students MUST come to at least one reteaching session before they will be allowed to retest.  The ENTIRE process must be completed within ten days of receiving original score.  Upon receiving original test scores, reteaching/retesting dates will be given to students; it is their responsibility to make arrangements to come to the reteaching/retesting sessions.
In the past, too many students were expecting to be allowed to retest because they “had to work late last night and couldn’t study” or other varied excuses. Please study daily and complete all assignments to ensure that you are making the most of the educational opportunities offered to you; chances are that you will do much better the first time on your test if you work efficiently and study regularly. 
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Homework and practice assignments are due as directed by Mrs. Campbell. LATE WORK IS NOT ACCEPTABLE. It is in the student’s best interest to complete all assignments on time. Assignments and projects will be assessed a 20 point penalty per day late, and students will be placed on the teacher’s classroom remediation plan for both failure to follow directions and failure to submit required materials. Zeroes are not tolerated.  Because much of the daily work completed will relate to selected texts (novels, plays, short stories, etc.), it is imperative that students read all independent reading assignments. Falling behind when reading a novel, play or short story can lead to low or missed quiz grades which directly results in low test grades.  It is highly recommended that students purchase a copy of each novel/play that we read this year. This allows for highlighting, annotations, and a feeling of ownership or investment in the activity. If this is not possible, I have books available that can be checked out or issued. 

Students who are absent are required to make up any instruction/activities missed, and are encouraged to copy notes from a reliable classmate.  I am available for tutoring after school by appointment.  Furthermore, all assignments and lesson plans are posted on my website.  It is the student’s responsibility to see what he/she missed via IOD or my lesson board and make up all assignments within TWO days of returning from an absence.  No credit will be awarded for assignments submitted past this deadline.  

Course Requirements:  All students must research, write, and publish a term paper in order to receive credit for the course (Term III).
Important Dates:

· After School Tutoring—_______________________ 

· Labor Day Holiday—September 6
· Mid-Term Progress Reports—September 16
· Term Exams—October 14 and 15
· Report Cards—October 21
· _______________________ 

· _______________________

· _______________________ 

· _______________________ 
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