REFLECTIVE ESSAY: 
For the final section of your portfolio, you are to “reflect” on the process that you went through. This is more than a simple telling of the steps you took, it is a reactionary writing in which you describe the successes, setbacks, and overall feelings you encountered while constructing what is now your portfolio. This includes the processes for theme selection, poetry hunting, biography searching, and, most importantly, the poetry writing. 

Length requirement: As long as it needs to be to thoroughly meet the above requirements 
CRITICAL ESSAY

You are to critique one of your poems from a published author (not your own poem) much in the same way that we wrote about how Poe achieved mood in “the Raven” earlier in the year.  Choose an element of style, structure or a specific sound/literary device and explain how the author achieves mood, tone, etc. through the use of this/these device(s). You must use quotes from the poem to get your point across or to demonstrate, and you must cite these parenthetically. You must also research critical comments that have been made about your poem or poet. You can obtain these by using the magnolia project or another valid, reliable source. This also needs to be cited. A minimum of five paragraphs  typed in MLA format with a clear thesis statement is required.
