Poetry Analysis

Instructions – Read each poem several times to yourself. Analyze it using the process we discussed. On the right side of the poem, identify the main idea of the poem (what is it saying? Can you relate to the message somehow?), point of view, alliteration, assonance, consonance, allusion, metaphors, similes, personification, imagery, oxymoron, onomatopoeia, etc.  Label the rhyme scheme, if there is one. 

#1_

I, Too, Sing America by Langston Hughes
I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well, 
And grow strong.

Tomorrow,
I'll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare
Say to me,
"Eat in the kitchen,"
Then.

Besides, 
They'll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed--

I, too, am America. 
#2_

Messy Room by Shel Silverstein
Whosever room this is should be ashamed!
His underwear is hanging on the lamp.
His raincoat is there in the overstuffed chair,
And the chair is becoming quite mucky and damp.
His workbook is wedged in the window,
His sweater's been thrown on the floor.
His scarf and one ski are beneath the TV,
And his pants have been carelessly hung on the door.
His books are all jammed in the closet,
His vest has been left in the hall.
A lizard named Ed is asleep in his bed,
And his smelly old sock has been stuck to the wall.
Whosever room this is should be ashamed!
Donald or Robert or Willie or--
Huh? You say it's mine? Oh, dear,
I knew it looked familiar! 

#3

Phenomenal Woman by Maya Angelou
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I'm telling lies.
I say,
It's in the reach of my arms
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.
Then they swarm around me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say,
It's the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can't touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them
They say they still can't see.
I say,
It's in the arch of my back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I'm a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Now you understand
Just why my head's not bowed.
I don't shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.
When you see me passing
It ought to make you proud.
I say,
It's in the click of my heels,
The bend of my hair,
the palm of my hand,
The need of my care,
'Cause I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me. 

http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/shel_silverstein Where I got the poems from…
I, Too, Sing America by Langston Hughes
The Harlem Renaissance was a time of new thought and revolution in the African American population of the Unites States. At the head of the African American literary movement in the United States was Langston Hughes, an enormously influential writer who had a very optimistic view of America and its people. During this time period, there was still much racial prejudice against African Americans, and segregation was heavily enforced. Langston Hughes wrote much about the inequality and racism he saw in America and the way he felt it should change. In his famous poem, “I,Too,” Hughes looks through the life of a black male servant to express his views of how his people are being treated. In this poem Hughes uses the word “America” as a symbol of diversity, equality, and perseverance. He shows that America was a place of segregation, but its future held the hopes of becoming a place of real equality for all. In this poem, America is a place for all people who are black or white or anything else.
By reading the title much can be inferred about the entire poem. Many thoughts are derived from the use of the word “I” as Hughes titles his poem, “I, Too”( Hughes 526). By using the word “I” he tells the reader that he, personally, is the subject of the title. Essentially, he is saying that he, too, or he also. By using the word “too” he is implying that he is included in it as well and is also part of whatever it is he is referring to. The title is particularly interesting, in that it seems to be a sort of miniature dialog snippet. “I, too,” is an awkward statement by itself and is seen most often as the beginning of a reply phrase. By using, “I, Too” as the title, Langston Hughes implies that the poem is a reply. In the first line he states, “I, too sing America”(526). He repeats the phrase “I, too,” found in the title in this line, placing emphasis on its importance that he is also included. He says here that basically he also sings America. This is an ironic statement because it is unclear how one can actually sing America. Here he is using the phrase, “sing America,” as a metaphor for the partaking, embracing, and inclusion in the idea and state of America. He is saying that, he also, as a black man, is rejoicing over America. 
Furthermore, Hughes goes on to say, “I am the darker brother,” showing how he is a part of the family that is the American society, more specifically, the African American part (526). He implies that he is the black citizen who is brother to the lighter skinned white American. The word “brother” symbolizes a more significant and closer relationship with his siblings, or in this case, fellow citizens. He then goes into some detail depicting a scene by saying, “They send me to eat in the kitchen when company comes” (526). He does not exactly state who “they” are but it can be inferred that “they” are those who are in charge of him. It is also very simple to see that with the contrast of “they,” with him, and the way in which he saw himself as the darker brother, that “they” is more specifically referring to his white employer. By his employers sending him to eat in the kitchen when company comes, it can be inferred that he is somehow not worthy of sitting with everyone else for dinner when company is around. This means that the people who he works for feel as if he is inferior and does not deserve to be treated as an equal. He then says, “But I laugh, And eat well, And grow strong,” showing his response to this harsh treatment (526-527). By saying that he laughs at this treatment he displays how he sees humor in how ignorant these people are. He continues to say that he eats well and grows strong showing that he finds optimism in the situation and takes benefit out of it, even though it is demeaning. 
Moreover, in the next stanza Hughes changes the direction of the poem as he goes from the present, to talking of the betterment he sees in the future of America with the change of opinions that the white people will experience. As he looks towards the future he says, “Tomorrow, I’ll be at the table When company comes,” showing that in the future he will be counted as an equal and eat at the same place as everyone else. (527) Hughes then shows how his white employers will no longer look down upon him in the future and instead will embrace his presence by saying, “Nobody’ll dare Say to me, ‘Eat in the kitchen,’ Then” (527). By using the word “dare” he shows the seriousness of his outlook and how he knows in the future the situation will definitely be different. 
Additionally, In the following lines he continues this thought of the future of America by saying, “Besides, They’ll see how beautiful I am And be ashamed”(527). By beginning this stanza with the word “Besides,” he makes it clear that this is truly his personal thought, and is using the word to say not only will they accept him as an equal, but they will see his beauty and be ashamed. “Beautiful” is not a word that is commonly associated with the looks of a man, but here it is used to describe more then just a man. It is describing a person that is a part of a fine and amazing race who represents beauty. He also uses the word, “ashamed” to stress the way in which the white people will have regret and remorse for ever looking down upon him. By saying this he also describes how he feels the future will play out in terms of the entire society. The very last line of his poem shows much about the entire idea of the poem as he states, “I, too, am America” (526). This line is almost perfectly parallel with the first line of the poem as he goes from saying “I, too sing America,” to “I, too, am America.” The difference is that in the first he is showing how he rejoices over America, whereas in the last he is showing how he truly is a part of America. By saying he is America, he is displaying another fact that Americans have come to heavily admire and cherish. He is saying that he also represents what America stands for; diversity, perseverance, and equality. 
Ultimately, in this poem, Langston Hughes discusses the way a single black servant is sent to eat in a kitchen when company comes. Although, this seems like quite an insignificant event, it tells us so much about the culture of the early nineteen hundreds. The poem illustrates the way in which African Americans were treated at the time and provides an outlook to the views of the future of American society regarding the African American race. Hughes uses the term “America” to describe not only a place where everyone is free to do what they want, but a place where everyone is equal and given the same opportunities. In this poem, Hughes makes America a society that is fit for all people and will one day be completely and truly colorblind.
Messy Room by Shel Silverstein
My first thought when I read this poem was that Shel Silverstein was trying to convey a deeper message through humor. I think that he's recognizing the hipocrits in our society. Many people love to condem others for their mistakes and wrongdoings but never seem to admit any wrongdoings of their own. I think that this poem is clever and well thought out. Part of creating a great poem is making it relatable to all types of people. I read the messages from other people and I'm happy to see the different interpretations of this poem. ~Avery
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The Messy Room is a good poem that uses a lot of imagery. It is a very 
descriptive poem that describes a boy's room as very messy. It is not a 
very intellectually deep poem and i like that because it is easier to 
understand.

Phenomenal Woman by Maya Angelou
Explication                                                                   http://www.uncp.edu/home/canada/work/canam/angelou.htm

· Published in And Still I Rise (1978) 

· The poem is written in free verse 

· There is no set rhyme scheme 

Persona 

· The persona in this poem is a strong, confident woman.  Lyman B. Hagen states, "The woman described is easily matched to the author herself.  Angelou is an imposing woman-- at least six feet tall.  She has a strong personality and a compelling presence as defined in the poem" (126). 

Imagery 

· Angelou uses imagery to give the reader a sense of what the persona looks like.  She states: "I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size."  She then lists characteristics to help further the reader's sense of the persona:  "The curl of my lips. . . / It's in the fire in my eyes. . . / The sun of my smile. . . / The need for my care." 

· In the second stanza Angelou uses a metaphor: "Then they swarm around me, / A hive of honey bees." This refers to the men who have surrounded her as she enters a room.  When reading this I think of Scarlett at the Twelve Oaks Barbecue in Gone With the Wind. 

· She uses such imagery so that the proud, confident persona can be better understood. 

Repetition 

· Maya Angelou uses repetition in this poem to stress certain phrases.  An example of this is "I'm a woman / Phenomenally. / Phenomenal woman, / That's me."  Angelou also uses repetitiveness in the structure of her poem.  The persona says that pretty women ask her what her secret is and she tells them by listing her qualities.  She walks into a room and gathers attention and tells the reader why by listing her qualities.  She says that men even wonder why they are smitten by her and she tells them by listing her qualities. In the final stanza she tells the reader that now they should understand and be proud of her as well and again she lists personal qualities. 

·  Her use of repetiton helps to give the poem a flow and make it seem more familiar and lyrical. 

Line Length 

· The line length varies in the poem; as a result some words have more emphasis.  Some examples are "I say," "Phenomenal woman," and "That's me." 

· The emphasis on certain words helps them to stand out to the reader. 

Anaphora 

· An anaphora is the "repetition of words or phrases at the beginning of lines " (Canada 9/7/98). 

· Angelou does this in several places in Phenomenal Woman. An example is "The span of my hips, / The stride of my step, / The curl of my lips. . . / Phenomenally.  / Phenomenal woman," 

· I believe that she does this in order to create a smooth flow in the work. 

Musicality 

· Maya Angelou's poem Phenomenal Woman is very lyrical, as are many of her other poems.  This may have been influenced by her career as a dancer and as a Broadway actress. 

· Hagen states: "Most of her other poetry could easily be set to music.  It is purposely lyrical.  It is designed to elicit stirring emotional responses.  Much of it is meant to show fun with the familiar" (122). 
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/2003/3/03.03.06.x.html     below
· The first stanza deals with her physical characteristics. While she is not conventionally beautiful, the way that she holds herself sets her apart from most women. Her confidence is more influential then her body type. The next stanza explains her attitude. She walks around like she owns the place, and people respond. The third stanza asks why men are so attracted to her. The last stanza tells the reader that they must understand then why she is a phenomenal. 

· This poem is great for adolescent girls to read and identify with. Angelou is a strong woman that uses her strengths, instead of bemoaning her weaknesses. The language of the poem is simple and easily understood. The message is very strong and resounds from every word. Even if this poem is not a focal point of a lesson, it provides a message that adolescents may need to hear, that despite what others see or expect of us to do, we can hold our heads up and prove them wrong. 

