Character or "I Am" Poems

These poems are about one specific person or character.  They follow a specific format that describes the person in many different ways.  You can use the "I Am" poem format to pretend you are a character in a book you have read, a movie you have seen, or just be YOU. Here is the format for an "I Am" Poem.

Just fill in the blanks (on your own notebook paper, of course):

“Title”
FIRST STANZA
I am_________________ (two characteristics you have)

I wonder ___________(something you're curious about)

I hear ______________________(an imaginary sound)

I see ________________________(an imaginary sight)

I want _______________________(an actual desire)

I am ____________(the first line of the poem repeated)

 

SECOND STANZA

I pretend ____________ (something you pretend to do)

I feel _________(a feeling about something imaginary)

I touch ______________________(an imaginary touch)

I worry _______________(something that bothers you)

I cry _______________(something that makes you sad)

I am ____________(the first line of the poem repeated)

 

THIRD STANZA

I understand ___________(something you know is true)

I say ___________________(something you believe in)

I dream ______________(something you dream about)

I try ___________(something you make an effort about)

I hope ___________________(something you hope for)

I am ____________(the first line of the poem repeated)

Haiku (pronounced "high-koo") is a Japanese type of poetry with three lines... 

The first line has five syllables. 

The second line has seven syllables. 

You will create 3 simple haiku poems.
The third line has five syllables. 
Once you have selected a topic for your haiku, it’s a good idea to write down several words that convey something about the topic, which is usually a single moment captured in words. Then narrow your list to include only words that evoke the strongest imagery. The sights, sounds, and colors can become real if you convey them with vivid words.

Sample: 

“Pond”





“Change”

Pond water ripples, 



Autumn leaves crunching

the stone breaks into its depth,


beneath our feet, walking home

falling on soft sand.



on this crisp fall day

“Title”





“Title”




“Title”
1





2




3

__________________



____________________


___________________

_________________________


_________________________

_________________________

___________________



___________________


___________________
Diamante Poem

A Diamante Poem follows a very specific format – there are seven lines, and each line must have a specific number and type of words.  When you're finished, the poem will be in the shape of a diamond!  Look at the format and example below, and then try writing your own diamante poem. 

Line 1=  Topic (noun)
Line 2 = Two describing words (adjectives)
Line 3 = Three action words (-ing verbs)
Line 4 = Four words: Two words about the topic and two   

               words that are opposite of those in line 2
Line 5 = Three action words for the ending noun (-ing verbs)
Line 6 = Two words to describe ending noun (adjectives)
Line 7 = Ending noun (opposite of Line 1) 

Here is an example of a diamante poem about a meteor shower:


Fireball  
                      (  Noun

        Brilliant, beautiful                     (  2 Adjectives

  Flashing, shining, dashing              (  3 Verbs
Bright, wondrous, black, nothing     ( 4 words
     Staring, hoping, missing              (  3 Verbs
              Deep, quiet  
                      (  2 Adjectives
               Darkness.                           (  Noun
Use this form when creating your rough draft of your own diamante poem:


  
     


              ____________



     


                    (noun)




                   ​_____________         ______________  

                  


            (adjective)                    (adjective)

    

               ______________      _____________     _____________

         

                    (-ing verb)               (-ing verb)              (-ing verb)

 ____________________    ____________________   _____________________   _____________________

(word describing noun 1)    (word describing noun 1)   (word describing noun 2)     (word describing noun 2 )

      

              ______________       _____________     _____________

       

                      (-ing verb)                 (-ing verb)            (-ing verb)

               

                    _____________          ______________

                     


              (adjective)                   (adjective)

                                  


               ______________

                                          

                      (noun)
Instructions: Read the poem on the left entitled “Predictable”. Notice the rhythm and rhyme patterns as you read. The poem is full of similes – all of them old and boring. Your assignment is to fill in the blanks on the poem on the right with fresh, new similes that use the following rhythm and rhyme scheme: 

[image: image1.wmf]da DUM da da DUM da (A)

use a two-syllable word
da DUM da da DUM      (B)

use a one-syllable word


da DUM da da DUM da (C)

use a two-syllable word 
da DUM da da DUM      (B) 

use a one-syllable word

[image: image2.wmf]
“Predictable” 

Poor as a church mouse. 
Strong as an ox, 
Cute as a button, 
Smart as a fox. 

Thin as a toothpick, 
White as a ghost, 
Fit as a fiddle, 
Dumb as a post. 

Bald as an eagle, 
Neat as a pin, 
Proud as a peacock, 
Ugly as sin. 

When people are talking 
You know what they'll say 
As soon as they start to 
Use a cliché. 
 “Clever” 

As poor as a ______________. 
As strong as an ____________, 
As cute as a ____________, 
As smart as ___________. 

As thin as a __________, 
As white as a __________, 
As fit as a __________ 
As dumb as a __________. 

As bald as an __________, 
As neat as a __________, 
As proud as a __________, 
As ugly as _________. 

Use fresh similes when 
You speak and you write, 
So your friends will think you’re 
Quite clever and bright. 

