Read the following song, performed by Carrie Underwood.


"Just A Dream"




It was two weeks after the day she turned eighteen
All dressed in white
Going to the church that night
She had his box of letters in the passenger seat
Sixpence in a shoe, something borrowed, something blue
And when the church doors opened up wide
She put her veil down
Trying to hide the tears
Oh she just couldn't believe it
She heard trumpets from the military band
And the flowers fell out of her hand

Baby why'd you leave me
Why'd you have to go?
I was counting on forever, now I'll never know
I can't even breathe
It's like I'm looking from a distance
Standing in the background
Everybody's saying, he's not coming home now
This can't be happening to me
This is just a dream

The preacher man said let us bow our heads and pray
Lord please lift his soul, and heal this hurt
Then the congregation all stood up and sang the saddest song that she ever heard
Then they handed her a folded up flag
And she held on to all she had left of him
Oh, and what could have been
And then the guns rang one last shot
And it felt like a bullet in her heart

Baby why'd you leave me
Why'd you have to go?
I was counting on forever, now I'll never know
I can't even breathe
It's like I'm looking from a distance
Standing in the background
Everybody's saying, he's not coming home now
This can't be happening to me
This is just a dream

Oh,
Baby why'd you leave me
Why'd you have to go?
I was counting on forever, now I'll never know
Oh, now I'll never know
It's like I'm looking from a distance
Standing in the background
Everybody's saying, he's not coming home now
This can't be happening to me
This is just a dream

Oh, this is just a dream
Just a dream
Yeah, Yeah

After you read, complete the following:


Surface – Sound devices/structure/stylistic/figurative


What is the rhyme scheme of the first two stanzas?


Underline all examples of alliteration in RED.


Underline end rhyme in ORANGE.


Underline consonance in YELLOW.


Underline assonance in LIGHT GREEN.


Underline similes in DARK GREEN.


Underline repetition in LIGHT BLUE.





Critical thinking - Plot/elements/style


What is the poem about? 





Who is the speaker? (female, male, age,  etc.)





Based on the information given, what can we assume happened to the narrator’s mate?








There is a contrast in color motif in the poem. What do they symbolize?





What is the mood in the first stanza?








What is the mood in the third stanza? 





What happened in the story line that made the mood different? Justify your answer with examples from the text.








What is the songwriter’s tone (attitude) about soldiers leaving for war?





Why does she repeat “just a dream”?





 What are the two “dreams” she refers to?





Justify how the lines “It’s like I’m looking from a distance/ Standing in the background” illustrates the speaker’s feeling of the events being like a dream.























