Peering Into the Paper:
Peer Editing, Responses, and Evaluation
A great teaching tool for you as a beginning writer is to have another person assist you in making your research paper the best it can be. Constructive critiquing from peers can give positive, useful feedback and also give you practice in evaluating the written work of others. Because feedback formulated in a negative way can be more discouraging than helpful, it is important that the advice you give focuses on the positive aspects of the writing, and offers suggestions for improving or making it better. To do this correctly and effectively, you must do the following:
· Familiarize yourself with the basic writing rubric used to score the research paper. 
· Thoroughly read your classmate’s paper.
· As you read, notice any good points, distracting items, or errors.
· Each evaluator must use a different color of ink to make “corrections/suggestions” on the classmate’s paper.
· Use proofreader’s marks to show errors directly on the person’s photocopy of his/her paper – write the number of errors on the evaluation sheet. If you think something needs to be corrected, but are not sure, say so.
· Offer suggestions on how to “fix” a problem.
· Compliment him or her for the things he or she did correctly or uniquely.
· Give the person a “ballpark” score for Format/Grammar/Content based upon elements of their writing and the items on the rubric.  Count roughly 3 points per error.
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