Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. Which sentence uses parallel structure correctly?

A. She returned to pay the rent and because she had left some of her things. 

B. Two things that I found hard to learn as a freshman were to get enough sleep and trimming expenses. 

C. He asked me about my courses and where I was planning to be next year. 

D. The doctor said that I should rest and stay calm. 

2. Which sentence avoids misplaced modifiers?

A. While landscaping the front yard, the dog barked at Tim’s dad.

B. Caught up in her favorite soap opera, the special dinner burned.

C. Under his huge stack of papers, Dorian could not find his car keys.

D. The roses in the courtyard were planted by the gardener.

Read the following sentences.

Sentence 1: Covered with rust, Saul decided to trade in his old car.

Sentence 2: Saul, covered with rust, decided to trade in his old car.

Sentence 3: Covered with rust, his old car decided to trade in Saul.

Sentence 4: Saul decided to trade in his old car covered with rust.

3. Which of the sentences above avoids a misplaced modifier?


A. Sentence 1 because the introductory clause modifies Saul.


B. Sentence 2 because Saul is covered with rust.


C. Sentence 3 because the introductory clause modifies car.


D. Sentence 4 because covered with rust modifies car.
4. Which sentence avoids dangling modifiers?

A. Beeping and buzzing loudly, we were excited to go to the video arcade. 

B. Although exhausted, the ride was so much fun that we went again. 

C. Typing slowly, the paper seemed endless. 

D. Because I ate too much, I had an upset stomach. 

5. Choose the answer that correctly identifies the underlined word in the following sentence: 



An electrocardiograph visually records the action of the heart.

A. Direct object

B. Indirect object

C. Objective complement

D. Object of the preposition

6. Choose the answer that correctly identifies the underlined word in the following sentence:


The mayor appointed Ken treasurer.

A. Direct object

B. Indirect object

C. Objective complement

D. Object of the preposition

7. Choose the answer that correctly identifies the underlined word in the following sentence:


My teacher, Mrs. Stevers, is nice.

A. Predicate nominative (noun)

B. Predicate adjective

C. Object of the preposition

D. Objective complement
8. Which of the following is a noun or pronoun that follows a linking verb and renames, identifies, or explains the subject of a sentence?

A. Predicate adjective

B. Predicate nominative (noun)

C. Objective complement

D. Direct object

9. Which of the following is an adjective that follows a linking verb and describes the subject of the sentence?

A. Direct object 

B. Predicate nominative (noun)

C. Subject complement

D. Predicate adjective

10. Identify the infinitive or infinitive phrase in the following sentence: 


I am eager to take any Saturday job.

A. am eager

B. any Saturday job

C. to take any Saturday job  The phrase to take any Saturday job works as a noun in this sentence, making it an infinitive phrase.
D. none of the above
11. Identify the infinitive or infinitive phrase in the following sentence: To shell walnuts is difficult.  The phrase to shell walnuts works as a noun in this sentence, and it begins with the word TO, making it an infinitive phrase.
12. Identify the participle or participial phrase in the following sentence: We noticed a duck waddling toward us. Waddling toward us is a participial phrase because it contains a verb acting as an adjective
13. Identify the participle or participial phrase in the following sentence: The passage, translated into three languages, foretold a terrible tragedy.  Translated into three languages contains the participle and all of its modifiers and compliments.
14. Identify the gerund or gerund phrase in the following sentence: Jay enjoyed floating on the raft. The phrase floating on the raft works as a noun, so it is a gerund phrase.
15. Identify the gerund or gerund phrase in the following sentence: Riding the Mad Butterfly upsets Becky's stomach.  The phrase riding the Mad Butterfly works as a noun, so it is a gerund phrase.
16. Choose the answer that tells how the capitalized phrase is used: Sandy, ENCOURAGED BY ALL OF US, told her story.

a   subject of verb

b   object of verb

c   adjective  Encouraged by all of us works as an adjective, describing Sandy.
17. Tell how the capitalized word or phrase in the following sentence is used: SueAnne came in out of the rain, DRIPPING WET.
A  participial phrase  The phrase dripping wet is an adjective, describing SueAnne, so it is a participial phrase.

B   gerund phrase

18. Tell how the capitalized word or phrase in the following sentence is used: CHEATING never gets you anywhere.
A  participial phrase
B   gerund phrase Cheating works as a noun, so it is a gerund.
