Parallelism in sentences refers to matching grammatical structures. Elements in a sentence that have the same function or express similar ideas should be grammatically parallel, or grammatically matched. Using parallel structures shows the reader that ideas are equally important; as a result, these are easier to remember and to read.  Parallelism is used effectively as a rhetorical device throughout literature and speeches, advertising copy, and popular songs. 
           These structures can be simple…





 …or complex .
Gerund nouns in a list: I like skiing, swimming, and hiking.

I would rather eat cake; moreover, I could easily eat two!

Word balances word; phrase balances phrase; sentence balances sentence.

Examples of Parallel Structures:
Michael wanted to catch a snake, put it in a cage, and take it to school.

She was a woman who loved grammar, enjoyed sentences, and adored paragraphs.

I came; I saw; I conquered.

Read through the parallel series below and circle the element in each that is not parallel.

Example: blue, red, colored like rust, purple

	1. camping
	6. wrapped in furs

	    boat rides
	    adorned with jewels

	    hiking
	    into the Rolls Royce

	    skiing
	    bathed in perfume

	
	

	2. They raise corn and wheat. 
	7. power

	    They make their own wine. 
	    courage

	    They are digging for clams. 
	    honesty

	
	    strong

	
	

	3. in the pit of his stomach 
	8. fly

	    across his forehead 
	    fluttered

	    his eyes 
	    fizzed

	    through his veins 
	    fell

	
	

	4. painting pictures 
	9. rib restaurants

	    two boxes of watercolors 
	    chicken shacks

	    a large sketch pad 
	    eating meat pies

	    crayons 
	    soul food shops

	
	

	5. loneliness 
	10. carefree in the summer

	    despair 
	    in the fall

	    sadly 
	    depressed in the winter

	
	    renewed in the spring


http://isu.indstate.edu/writing/handouts/setiii/prints/SETIII11P.html 
Directions: Analyze the structure of these sentences. If all parts in any of the following sentences are balanced, write CORRECT. If they are not, underline the unbalanced part and then circle its letter.

11. To get to Washington a person may travel (A) by bus, (B) by airplane, or (C) ride in his own car. 

12. On our trips my father often showed us (A) historic public buildings, (B) where the scenery was beautiful, and (C) modern museums. 

13. (A) The placing of utility lines underground, (B) not allowing trucks, and (C) the expanding of bicycle routes would make an already good neighborhood even better. 

14. When the children noticed that they were lost, (A) they stopped laughing, (B) their vitality declined, and (C) their speed slowed. 

15. Joe showed me (A) how to plow the ground, (B) how to plant the seeds, and (C) how to fertilize my garden. 

16. Sex-role stereotyping has frequently made women appear (A) passive, (B) dependent, (C) not strong, and (D) stupid. 

17. Although my neighborhood contains (A) spacious tree-lined boulevards, (B) beautifully landscaped yards, and (C) various recreational facilities, a few improvements are desirable. 

18. Few young men have had the opportunity to study such vocations as (A) how to cook, (B) nursing, or (C) hairdressing. 

19. The volcanic eruption required the people (A) to evacuate the small island, (B) that they return to the mainland, (C) and to seek aid. 

20. (A) Medicine, (B) law, (C) engineering, and (D) being interested in science have been considered men's fields for many years. 
Correcting/Editing unbalanced parts of sentences
Directions: Each of the following sentences starts well but then goes off the track.  Rewrite ONLY the italicized part to make it parallel with the rest of the sentence.  Change or add things as necessary. 

21. People who stereotype ethnic groups are often feeling insecure, acting immaturely, and ignore others.
22. I like to run in the park, sleeping late, and it's also fun to make home videos.
23. My roommate liked to repair things around the house and his own cooking.

24. During the day, we went on long hikes, rowed around the lake, or just leisure time. 
25. He described skiing in the Alps, swimming in the Adriatic, and the drive across the Sahara Desert. 
The directions for the following are the same as 21-24, except that the italics have been removed. Edit these sentences to make them parallel.

26. Tony decided that he would accept the job in Boston and to rent an apartment as near his work as possible.
27. When I was a member of the basketball team, everyone met me with a happy smile, made lively conversation, and I was invited to many parties.

Notice that there can be several solutions to fixing problems with parallel structure.

Unparallel:
A math book with practice problems and having a good index is useful. 

Parallel: 

A math book with practice problems and a good index is useful. 



A math book with practice problems and with a good index is useful. 



A math book having practice problems and a good index is useful.

Fill in the blanks with appropriate words/phrases that keep the meaning of the sentence while maintaining parallel structure. Longer blanks should be filled with phrases when possible.  
28.  The employee was conscientious, ___________, and ___________.

29.  Andy wanted neither _______________________________ nor ________________________________________.

30.  He told me ____________________________, ____________________________, and leave him alone.

31. Her ambition was both to ________________________ and ____________________________________________.

32. That freaky mask will not only scare ________ but also _________.
33. Ask not ____________________________________; ask what _____________________________.—John F. Kennedy
