Response to Reading Assignment : Classwork/Homework (if not done)           
Answer the following in complete sentences. Underline all vocabulary, and use as much vocabulary as possible (without being overly repetitive of the same words, of course.).

1. The author uses a metaphor comparing a human (you) to the Empire State Building. Explain what the “book containing the architect’s plans for the structure” is supposed to stand for in this metaphor. Be specific, and explain why this metaphor for genetic code make sense.

2. Complete this: “genetically speaking, every other human is close to being your_________  ____________.”

3. The human-chimpanzee similarity in DNA is _____%. This is not much, but it matters. How does the author demonstrate that this small difference is pretty major?

4. Paige and Sarah were born on the same day to the same parents, but they do not look alike. What kind of twins are they?

5. Molly, Abby, and Wesleigh are triplets and look nearly identical to one another. They may have the same genes, but they don’t necessarily have the same_____  ___   ________ of those genes. 

6. The Olsen twins are ___________ twins.

7. Do twinning rates vary by race? Give details.

8. Who are Matt McGue and David Likken, and what did they study and when? Give details.

9. Who are Loehlin and Nichols and what did they find out?

10. Which country has the largest national twin registry?

11. Explain about Oskar Stohr and Jack Yufe both marrying a woman named Dorothy Jane Scheckelburger.

12. Compare/contrast what Bouchard and his colleagues studied and found to that of what Nancy Pedersen and her co-workers found. 

13. What do Bouchard’s critics say about this, and what does that mean?

14. Distinguish between virtual twins, genetic relatives, and environmental relatives. 

15. Are adopted children more like their biological parents, who contributed their genes, or their adoptive parents, who contribute a home environment? Do adopted children come to share traits? (See p. 139)

16. What is the “important puzzle” that Pinker describes?

17. Read David Lykken’s quote on p. 139 in the green box. What does he mean by this? What literary device is he using to make his point?

18. List 5 things that research has indicated about temperament.

19. Explain the simile and give real-world examples: genes and the environment work together like two hands clapping.
20. Explain what Myers means when he writes “Neither heredity nor experience dances alone.”

21. Be objective: WHY do you think people respond differently to Rowan Atkinson than to Zac Efron? (Please avoid responses such as “Because Zac is hot.”)

22. To tease out implicated genes that may pinpoint a risk factor for disease, molecular behavior geneticists seek links between what?

23. What is the most “powerful potential for DNA” according to Robert Plomin and John Crabbe?

24. With DNA –scanning techniques, medical personnel can determine more about a fetus’ genes. What risks might this have, according to the text? What is YOUR opinion about these?

25. Answer the “Ask Yourself” question on page 143 in the green box.

26. Answer the “Test Yourself” question on page 143 in the green box.

27. List 5 things that research has shown about natural selection and the mating process.

28. Women prefer stick- around dads over _________  __________. Based on this usage, what do you think a cad is?

29. What are the key criticisms of evolutionary psychology?

30. Who said that we are “not blank slates”? And how are we more like coloring books?

31. Who are Rosenzweig and Krech? Explain.

32. Does massage benefit babies? Explain and cite by using the parenthetical documentation (the name and date in parentheses).

33. What is a pruning process?

34. What did Neubauer and Neubauer have to say about parents? Summarize.

35. Explain what figure 4.5 shows and explain why it makes sense neurologically.

36. List 5 things that research has shown about the influence of peers.

37. What does Howard Gardner say about parents and peers?

38. Answer the “Ask Yourself” question on page 153 in the green box.

39. Answer the “Test Yourself” question on page 153 in the green box.

40. What does the author mean by preservation of innovation? What innovations do you use daily that are a part of our culture?

41. Cultures vary in many ways. Norms, personal space, ____________, and ______ of _______.

42. What is the difference between individualism and collectivism in terms of value contrasts?

43. List 5 things that research has shown about the individualism and collectivism.

44. What is the major difference between what Myers says Western families tell their children now and what they told them a half-century or more ago? Why do you think that shifted? Could major societal events have caused this?

45. Many Asians and Africans live in cultures that value what?

46. Summarize “Developmental Similarities Across Groups” in one paragraph.

47. Answer the “Ask Yourself” question on page 158 in the green box.

48. Answer the “Test Yourself” question on page 158 in the green box.

For objectives 10, 11, and the remaining paragraphs of the chapter, create 17 questions based on information in the reading. Use my questions as a guide, but be sure to encompass sidebars, tables, figures, quotes, and researchers. 

Assignment: Richard Brislin’s “Who am I?” exercise. 

Please write 20 different statements in response to the question “Who am I?”. Begin each statement with “I am…” and respond with an answer as if you were giving your answers to yourself, not to someone else. Write your answers in the order that they occur to you. Do not worry about importance or logic. Go fairly fast. Do not read further until you have finished (because you’ll spoil it and cause hindsight bias!).

When you are done, score your responses by doing a simple content analysis:

Examine each answer and score it with an “S” if it implies a social response (in other words, if you wrote “I am a son” that equals family, which is social; “I am a member of XYZ Club”= group, which is social)

Those with “S” scores in the zero to 15% range (0-3 or 4) are likely to be individualists – they define their identity in terms of their personal attributes, not their social groups.

Those with “S” scores in the 20% and up range (more than 5) are likely to be considered collectivists – they are more likely to define themselves in terms of their social groups and affiliations.

Read more about collectivism and individualism in the text.
