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In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.
2009-2010 Course Syllabus for AP® Psychology, TERM II
Teacher: Mrs. Tracy Manners Campbell

E-mail: tracy.campbell@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Website: www.biloxischools.net/schools/bhs/faculty/tracy.manners
Course Description: The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and

scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice. The aim of the course is to provide the student with a learning experience equivalent to that obtained in most college introductory psychology courses.
Course Requirement: All students enrolled in AP Psychology are required to take the AP Examination to complete the course and receive credit for the course. The cost of the course is approximately $85.  Detailed information about payment will be sent home. 
Textbook:

Myers, David G. Psychology, 9th ed. New York: Worth, 2009. (Includes a study guide and online practice site.) 

Course Objectives:
1. Students will prepare to do acceptable work on the AP Psychology Examination. 

2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology. They will be able to define key terms and use them in their everyday vocabulary. 

3. Students will learn the basic skills of psychological research and be able to apply psychological concepts to their own lives. 

4. Students will develop critical thinking skills. 
I. Review of Study Skills, History and Approaches (2–4% of the AP exam): Prologue 
II. Review of Research Methods (8–10%): Chapter 1 

Week 1
III. Biological Bases of Behavior (8–10%): Chapter 2 
An introduction to the relationship between physiological processes and behavior—including the influence of neural function, the nervous system and the brain, and genetic contributions to behavior.
AP students will do the following:

• Identify basic processes and systems in the biological bases of behavior, including parts of the neuron and the process of transmission of a signal between neurons. (Activities: Create drawing, write transmission essay, watch animation videos, play game-- PowerVisual diagramming: Neuron)
• Discuss the influence of drugs on neurotransmitters (e.g., reuptake mechanisms). (Activities: Video, research journal)
• Discuss the effect of the endocrine system on behavior.
• Describe the nervous system and its subdivisions and functions: (Activity: PowerVisual diagram:CNS&Brain)
— central and peripheral nervous systems;

— major brain regions, lobes, and cortical areas;  (Activity: Brainy day/hands-on gummy brain)
— brain lateralization and hemispheric specialization.

• Relate historic and contemporary research strategies and technologies that support research (e.g., case studies, split-brain research, imaging techniques). (Activity: CNN video on girl’s plasticity)
III. Biological Bases of Behavior (8–10%): PART OF Chapter 4
• Discuss psychology’s abiding interest in how heredity, environment, and evolution work together to shape behavior. (twin studies, behavior genetics, evolutionary psychology, genes, predispositions, case studies, etc.)  (Activity: Research modern case studies/experiments and give summary & response)
• Predict how traits and behavior can be selected for their adaptive value.

• Identify key contributors (e.g., Paul Broca, Charles Darwin, Michael Gazzaniga, Roger Sperry, Carl Wernicke).

IV. States of Consciousness (2–4%) Chapter 3
Understanding consciousness and what it encompasses is critical to an appreciation of what is meant by a given state of consciousness. The study of variations in consciousness includes an examination of the sleep cycle, dreams, hypnosis, and the effects of psychoactive drugs.
AP students will do the following:

• Describe various states of consciousness and their impact on behavior.

• Discuss aspects of sleep and dreaming:

— stages and characteristics of the sleep cycle;

— theories of sleep and dreaming;

— symptoms and treatments of sleep disorders.

• Describe historic and contemporary uses of hypnosis (e.g., pain control, psychotherapy).

• Explain hypnotic phenomena (e.g., suggestibility, dissociation).

• Identify the major psychoactive drug categories (e.g., depressants, stimulants) and classify specifi c drugs, including their psychological and physiological effects.

• Discuss drug dependence, addiction, tolerance, and withdrawal.

• Identify the major figures in consciousness research (e.g., William James, Sigmund Freud, Ernest Hilgard).

V. Cognition (8–10%) Chapters 8 & 9

Students learn how humans convert sensory input into kinds of information. They examine how humans learn, remember, and retrieve information. This also addresses problem solving, language, and creativity.

AP students will do the following:

• Compare and contrast various cognitive processes:

— effortful versus automatic processing;

— deep versus shallow processing;

— focused versus divided attention.

• Describe and differentiate psychological and physiological systems of memory (e.g., short-term memory, procedural memory).

• Outline the principles that underlie effective encoding, storage, and construction of memories.

• Describe strategies for memory improvement.

• Synthesize how biological, cognitive, and cultural factors converge to facilitate acquisition, development, and use of language.

• Identify problem-solving strategies as well as factors that influence their effectiveness.

• List the characteristics of creative thought and creative thinkers.

• Identify key contributors in cognitive psychology (e.g., B.F. Skinner, Noam Chomsky, Hermann Ebbinghaus, Wolfgang Köhler, Elizabeth Loftus, George A. Miller).
Tests and Grades


Tests:  
Unit/Chapter Tests: Tests are modeled on the timed AP Exam, with approx. 35-50 multiple-choice questions and/or one free-response/discussion question to be completed in one class period. The exam is in the same format as the AP Exam, but the number of mul​tiple-choice questions is reduced proportionately to the time available in the period to maintain a similar time pressure.  If you are absent, plan to take the test the day you return. Tests are comprehensive.
Term Exam: All term exams are comprehensive and will cover the material during each term and all previous terms. These will also be modeled after the AP Exam.


(Tests=55%   Activities/Daily/Quiz=25%   Term Exam=20%) 
Retesting: 

Because this is a college-level course, retesting is a privilege!!! Please be sure that you study the FIRST time, as when you are in college there will be no second chances. The retest will be a different exam, but it will span the same content and have the same difficulty level. Retesting & reteaching assignments vary by chapter.
Assignments, Projects, and Homework:

Homework and practice assignments are due as directed. Assignments are expected to be turned in on time; NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  All missed work because of valid lawful absences will be made up/ turned in the day you return. Zeroes are not acceptable in a college-level course.

Reading and Journal 
You will read one book beginning term II from an approved list. As you read, you write reflective responses to passages of your choice in a double-entry journal. You write a criti​cal review upon completion of the book. The journal and review are due on the first day of classes the next term (except term IV).
Unit Journals 
You will continue writing in your double-entry journals approximately twice each week throughout the course. These journals facilitate deep processing of learning and differentiation of instruction by encouraging critical thinking and independent exploration. They also provide an additional forum for me to give feedback to guide individual students. Entries must be linked to the unit that is being studied and contain the following elements: 

· student reflection on readings

· class discussions and activities 
· personal experiences

· recent news or television broadcasts, or

· Internet research

Flashcards 

You will create flashcards for major vocabulary terms, concepts, and theorists. You are to use 3x5 lined cards written in your own handwriting. The creation and use of flashcards is an excellent study tool; because of this, these will be graded and given back to you.
Applications of Developmental Psychology 

Students work in small groups to research a recent topic related to the unit on development (e.g., the benefits of Head Start programs, effectiveness of sex or drug education programs, effects of divorce on children) and then present their findings to the class in an oral report of 15 to 20 minutes. The project provides an introduction to library and online research tools in psychology as well as APA documentation.

Abstracts/ Research Summaries
You will periodically research articles on topics related to the content/unit being studied using Magnolia project or professional journals. Be prepared to discuss these in class; they will be written by you and typed/documented in APA format.
Research Paper

You will research a topic of your choice. The final APA-formatted paper must develop an original thesis on a current controversial topic.
Important Dates:
· After School Tutoring – Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:20 – 3:00, unless otherwise specified
· AP Psychology Exam – May 11 @ 12 p.m.
· _______________________
· _______________________
REMINDER –  ASSIGNMENTS AND PROCEDURES WILL BE GIVEN SEPARATELY.



Grading:   A=90-100     B=80-89   C=75-79     D=70-74     F=below 70     I=incomplete


Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools. A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued. The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
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