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September:

· Check your transcripts to make sure you have all the credits you need for graduation and college admission.  

· Register for and take the September ACT test (and  SAT, if necessary.)  Be sure to have your official scores sent to your college(s) of choice.

· Take a look at your list of colleges (you should have 3 – 5) and make sure that you satisfy the requirements for admission.

October:

· Take the ACT and/or SAT test.  Register for the December tests, if necessary.

· Prepare a Resume listing your Honors, Awards, Activities/Athletics, and Community Service.   Print out a few originals and save the document to make changes as necessary.

· Give any recommendation forms or requests to the appropriate people (teachers, counselors, employers, community leaders).  Ask them to save the recommendation on disk, as you will need letters throughout the year.

November:

· Finalize your college choices and complete both the application for admission and the scholarship application.   Search the college catalogs or websites to determine if there are any foundation or departmental scholarships for which you can apply.    Consider application to the Honors College, if you qualify.

· Request an official transcript be mailed to each of your college choices.

January:

· Complete and submit your college financial aid application and the Free Application for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA) between January 1st and February 15th.   The FAFSA can also be done on line at www.fafsa.ed.gov.   Once the form has been processed you will receive a Student Aid Summary, as will all the schools you listed on the application.

February/April:

· Continue to check on local scholarships and apply for any and all that you qualify.  They are posted on the Career Center bulletin board and on the BHS website.

· As soon as you have narrowed your college choices, complete a residence hall application.  Some schools have housing shortages and the dorms fill up early.  Most residence hall deposits are refundable.

· Complete and file the Mississippi Assistance Tuition Grant and the Mississippi Eminent Scholars Grant.  This is a good idea even if you think you will be attending school outside of Mississippi.  The funding will be in place should you return.

· Compare your acceptance letters, financial aid and scholarship offers.  Be sure to return the confirmation form or letter of any scholarships that you will be receiving.

May:


· By now you have probably decided on which college you will attend.  Request a final transcript be mailed to that college after graduation.

· Cancel dorm reservations at the school(s) you will not attend and request a return of your deposit.

· Contact your college to determine when fees for tuition, room and board are due and how much they will be.

June:

· If your college offers a Preview or Pre-registration, try to attend on the first date available.  You will have a better chance to get the classes you need.

